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Well Done to… 

 Mrs Foxwell and the members of the Gardening Club who 

were presented with a number of awards at the annual Farnham 

in Bloom presentation for schools including the Gold Award in 

the scarecrow competition. Whenever you visit the school you 

will get to appreciate their hard work on the fantastic floral 

displays around the entrance to the school building. 

 Lottie in Year 11 who was presented with an award for her 

commitment to sport at the annual Farnham Sports Awards at 

Farnham Rugby Club 

Ski Trip 2019  

A group of 19 of our students will be off on the annual school ski trip in January. 

The company provide free places for some staff, but the needs of our students 

mean that they require a greater ratio of staff who know them well than might 

be the case for other school groups. Furthermore, students with the most 

complex needs require additional levels of supervision and specialist equipment 

in order to take part in the skiing sessions. The school is aiming to raise £2,500 

towards these additional costs and Mr Jackson has launched a Just Giving page to 

“crowdfund” the appeal: 

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/david-jackson-368 

To help raise the funds required, some of the staff from The Abbey, including Mr Jackson, have committed 

to taking on the challenge of running the Hogs Back Road Race on Sunday 2nd December - a very hilly 

11.4km route! If you would like to make a donation, please use the link above to access the Just Giving 

page or send your donation into school with your child. 

Woking Scout Camp 2018 

If you would like to see some more photos from the Scout Camp at Woodlarks you can use the link below: 

https://flic.kr/s/aHsmpAMRsG 
We hope to take a group of students to the camp again next year, so if you think your child might like to 

go, have a look at the photos to see some of the activities they get an opportunity to try. 

 

Together We Can Awards 

This week students in Saturn achieved the most “together 

we can…” awards.  

Half of all students in Key Stage 3 (years 7, 8 & 9) were 

presented with at least one certificate in assembly today as 

well as a quarter of students in Key Stage 4 (years 10 & 11). 
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All (bar a single parent/carer in a few instances) were “very happy” with every single 

feature covered by the satisfaction survey at the 2 consultation evenings with 

teachers this term, except advice about their child’s future where 3 parents would 

like more. Indeed, over three-quarters (78%) of parents/carers who completed 

feedback forms were completely satisfied with all aspects, in other words they gave 

the top satisfaction rating for every element under consideration. No “very unhappy” 

ratings were recorded. 

 

Every student gets an annual review meeting to which parents/carers are invited where their child’s future is a key topic, 

especially from Year 9 onwards. The school also holds an annual “Life after The Abbey” event which focuses on post-16 provision 

and beyond – this year’s event will be June or July (to be confirmed by Surrey SEND team). Any parent/carer requiring further 

information is invited to contact Mr Gregory, our Key Stage 4 leader. 

Some of your comments: 

“Very informative, very useful and reassuring. A positive experience” (Year 7 parent) 
“Very helpful advice and direction from all teachers. Thanks everyone.” (Year 9 parent) 

“All very good. Keep up the good work! Thanks.” 
“Overall very good. Found out a lot about what they are doing and how well they are getting on.” 

“Very well organised, as usual.” (Year 11 parent) 
“Works really well with teachers being in their own rooms and the books outside. Thank you.” (Year 11 

parent) 
“Would be lovely to have the opportunity to meet with Mrs Kennedy at some point.” (Year 10 parent) 

“The children helping were fantastic” 
 

A couple of completed questionnaires were returned after this analysis was carried out; these have been 

reviewed separately by the leadership team.  

If you have any more suggestions for improvements for this, or any aspect of The Abbey School 

experience, please do contact David Jackson or any member of the leadership team. Alternatively you 

can simply pop your suggestion in writing in the suggestions box in the school reception. 
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“In English we are studying The Hound of the Baskervilles. 
Today, the students created a crime scene! We will then 
move onto analysing each other's crime scenes using our 
inference skills just like Sherlock Holmes! The students loved 
creating a crime scene and we are excited to pretend to be 
Sherlock Holmes when we start our investigations next 
week!” 

Miss Sexton 

 

The Friends of The Abbey School 

The Friends were delighted to see so many parents and carers at the Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 

and are very pleased to announce that three new Year 7 parents have agreed to join the committee. If you 

missed the meeting you will find copies of the annual reports from the Chair and the Treasurer in the 

Friends’ area of the school website. 

www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/friends-of-the-abbey-school-association/  

All parents/carers are automatically members of the association, so please do come along to any of the 

meetings when you can –  

the next committee meeting will be on Tuesday 29th January at 6:30p.m. 

Some of you have already agreed to join the “helpers list” but we can always do with more to spread the 

load, so please contact the chair, louise.nash5@gmail.com if you would like to get involved, even if only 

occasionally. We are also still looking for volunteers to work alongside Louise and Tim this year with a view 

to taking over as Chair and Treasurer next year (this could be a “job share” arrangement) and we need at 

least one volunteer to organise the 2nd hand uniform sales. 

Everyone can help by selling as many raffle tickets as possible for the Grand Draw which will take place at 

the Family Bingo on Friday 23rd November  

(don’t forget to send in your RSVP if you want to book places for this event – see further details and 

application form enclosed). 

The annual quiz night, including raffle and auction, raises around £1,000 for the school; nearly a quarter of 

the total raised by The Friends each year. We are hugely grateful to our fabulous quiz-masters who spend 

months devising brain-teasing (but not too difficult) questions and puzzles. 

The date for this year's quiz will be Saturday 23rd March 2019. 

The ticket price includes a fish and chip supper and there will be a bar selling wine, beers and soft drinks 

(this is an over-18s only event). Either put together your own team of 8 or just book your spaces and we 

will add you to a table; it’s a lovely way to meet other parents and carers and is always a great night. 

Finally, please don’t forget that if you are shopping online, you can make a donation to the school at no 

cost to yourself by nominating The Abbey when you shop via: 

www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/  

smile.amazon.co.uk  

(if you use smile today they will give the school 5% which is 10 times the usual donation) 
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The Hedgehogs Sponsored Swim 

Well done to the students who completed the annual sponsored swim at the beginning of 

half term. They all swam brilliantly and we look forward to letting you know how much they 

raised between them for the school when all the money has been collected in. 

As The Hedgehogs do so much to support our students (and have donated £’000s to the school), we try to 

help them a little bit by selling some of the calendars they sell to raise money for all the local good causes 

they support. The calendars have photos of local scenes and are available from the school office (£6 for A4 

size and £9 for A3). 

Dates for your diary 

 

www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk  

 

 
Friday 23rd November 2018 TBC 

6:30 for 7:00 

p.m. 
Friends of The Abbey Grand Draw and Bingo Night 

Monday 17th December 2018  
Phyllis Tuckwell Reindeer Run and End of Term 

Performance for Parents/Carers 

Thursday 13th December 2018  Panto trip: Sleeping Beauty @ Camberley Theatre 

Tuesday 18th December 2018  School Christmas Lunch 

Wednesday 19th December 2018 1:50p.m. Last day of term. School closes early. 

 CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 
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Thursday 3rd January 2019  INSET Day (School closed to students) 

Friday 4th January 2019  INSET Day (School closed to students) 

Monday 7th January 2019 9:05a.m. Back to School 

Friday 1st February 2018  Rock Challenge Performance at G-Live 

Tuesday 5th February 2019  Safer Internet Day 

Tuesday 29th January 2019 6:30 p.m. Friends of The Abbey Committee Meeting 

Mon 18th – Fri 22nd February 2019  Half-Term  (no early closing on Friday 15th) 

Wednesday 13th March 2019  CWSNF KS4 Football Tournament for Special Schools 

Tuesday 19th March 2019 
3:40p.m. – 

7:50p.m. 

Parent:Teacher Consultation Meetings 

(10 minute appointments booked in advance) 

Thursday 21st March 2019  CWSNF KS3 Football Tournament for Special Schools 

Saturday 23rd March 2019  Friends of The Abbey Quiz Night (over-18s only) 

Thursday 28th March 2019 
3:40p.m. – 
7:50p.m. 

Parent:Teacher Consultation Meetings 
(10 minute appointments booked in advance) 

Friday 5th April 2019 1:50p.m. School closes early for Easter Holidays 

EASTER HOLIDAYS 

Tuesday 23rd April 2019 9:05a.m. Back to School 

To be confirmed  Year 10 Residential Trip 

Thursday 2nd May 2019  
Borough and Parish Elections – school in use as polling 

station – closed to students 

Monday 6th May 2019  May Day Bank Holiday (School closed) 

Mon 27th – Fri 31st May 2019  Half-Term  (no early closing on Friday 24th) 

Monday 3rd June  INSET Day (School closed to students) 

Thursday 27th June 2019  
Year 11 leavers’ Record of Achievement presentation and 

Prom 

Friday 28th June 2019  Last day of school for Year 11 students 

Monday 1st – Friday 5th July 2019  Year 10 Work Experience Week 

Tuesday 2nd & Wednesday 3rd July 2019  Induction Days for New Students starting September 2019 

Wednesday 17th July 2019  Sports Day 

Wednesday 24th July 2019 1:50p.m. 
Last Day of Term for Students 
School closes early at 1:50p.m. 
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