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Behind the Hoardings 2 – Good Vibrations! 

You may remember that the old soil at the site was ready for muck away when we last visited Project 22. 
This was completed soon after our 1st blog was posted: https://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/1256/news-blog  
 
With the reduced dig complete, the piling mat could be created. The piling mat is a working platform made 
of compacted crushed stone and concrete that allows the heavy site machinery (known as plant) to safely 
operate. 
 
Once the piling mat is finished the piling can start, and with work now underway site manager Jacques was 
delighted that he could show us the process in action! The purpose of piling is to stabilise the ground in 
preparation for the foundations and construction itself to start. Neil and Rob from Van Elle kindly explained 
to us that the bulk of the 450 piles at the Abbey are made using the vibro pile process. 40mm shingle is 
poured into a 2.5-metre-deep hole and compacted using a very large vibro hammer machine. In the harder 
ground a drilling machine is used to pre-drill the holes. Nearly 350 tonnes of shingle will be used in the 
piles, that’s as heavy as 3 blue whales! 
Although you can slightly feel the ground vibrating during the piling process, one of its great advantages is 
that it is a very quick and effective way of making the ground stable. This means the students, staff and our 
neighbours are inconvenienced for as short a time as possible. 
 
Project 22 will have a huge impact on the Abbey, WMAT and Surrey’s SEN provision for many years to 
come, but it is vital that the current students, staff and indeed all stakeholders are disrupted as little as 
possible during the new build. With that in mind the other significant development at the site is the removal 
of the old caretaker's bungalow and the creation of a temporary staff car park. 
 
We are greatly looking forward to our next visit when work on the foundations will 
be well underway! On their most recent visit to site Ben and Christian were 
accompanied for part of the time by Ethan (Year 7) who, although not permitted 
onto the site itself, was keen to learn more about the process from his vantage 
point through the viewing panels in the hoardings. 

Key Stage 3 Students Support Friends Fundraiser 

Mr Clyde and colleagues in the English department have launched 

a fantastic initiative this year to help Year 8 and 9 students develop 

their English and life-skills at the same time as helping The Friends 

of The Abbey raise money to buy a new football table and other 

outside games for the school.  

Students have been writing letters to local businesses asking them 

to donate a prize or vouchers for the raffle at the BBQ on Sunday 

10th July. They addressed the envelopes 

and took them to the Post Office so they 

could buy stamps for their letters. They 

have already received some prizes in 

return and will be writing to thank the 

donors. This week they have even been 

making some follow-up telephone calls!  

Students honing their queuing skills!      Thank you to the staff in W.H. Smith’s Post Office 

https://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/1256/news-blog


Duke of Edinburgh News 

Year 11 Training Expedition 
 

On Thursday 5th May our Year11 Duke of Edinburgh Award (DofE) 

team set out on a 2-day training expedition. Day 1 saw our intrepid 

explorers navigate the tow path from Grey well to Odiham to set up 

camp for the night. The team then cooked their 

evening meals, washed up, tidied up and settled 

down. Despite the temperature being colder 

than forecast, the majority of the students 

required an early morning call to encourage them out into the sun and begin 

making breakfast. Following a variety of breakfast menus, the team packed 

up camp and set out on foot to their final destination. This involved some 

tricky uphill climbs which tested the team’s ingenuity and teamwork to 

ensure they all made the route safely and successfully. In the true spirit of 

Together We Can, they arrived at their final destination for well-earned 

drinks and cake. 

They now look forward to their 

2-day assessed expedition 

where their training will no 

doubt place them in an 

excellent position for successful 

completion of their 2-year 

award. 

 

Year 10 Volunteering 

Whilst our intrepid Year11 DofE 

explorers have been out and about on 

their journey, our Year10 team have 

continued some great work supporting 

Farnham Foods as volunteers for their 

volunteering element of the award. The 

team were asked last year to clear a 

large area of land overgrown with 

weeds, nettles, wooden pallets and an 

assortment of debris to create a parking area. With great gusto the team set about the task and 

have now completed the mission in creating a parking area for Farnham Food staff. The team has 

worked extremely well together and has shown the school in a really good light. Farnham Foods 

manager, Chris, summed it up as a superb piece of work for 

which they are truly grateful. However, I am surprised the 

team hasn’t been asked 

to use their new skills to 

help out the new build at 

the school 

Mr Baldwin 
 

 

Students can choose to work towards a Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award in KS4 
Year 9 students will be choosing their KS4 Options this term. Details on next page. 



Jody's recovery after a brain operation 

Once upon a time there lived a 16-year-old girl called Jody. Jody had a brain operation to remove three tumours. 
When the surgeon opened Jody up he found out Jody had a bleed on the brain. Jody was in Picu for about 18 
hours then went to the ward on the Thursday lunchtime. The surgeon came round on the Friday night and said 
do you want to go home on the Saturday but Jody's Mum Sarah said can we stay a couple more days so we 
stayed till the Monday. 

On the Tuesday and Wednesday we went on drives round where we live. On the Thursday and Friday and 
Saturday and Sunday we chilled. 

The next week we went to costa, went on walks, went bowling and had chip shop.  

Recovering at home is boring. 

Jody is eating triple the amount she was eating before she went to hospital. 

Jody has been doing school work at home while recovering and she has done maths and childcare. For maths she 
had to answer questions. For childcare she has had to make a sensory book for a little child and put food on a 
plate in the right place. 

For breakfast while recovering Jody had toast and three sausages. 

Jody had a call from school to see how she was getting on. 

The end. 

By Jody (Year 11) who we all so delighted to welcome back to 
school at the beginning of this week after just 3 weeks off!  

Many thanks to her and her family for sharing this remarkable story. 
 

Year 9 Options for KS4 
 

Towards the end of Year 9 most students choose 4 subjects to study in Years 10 and 11 in addition to the 
core subjects English, Maths, Science, Computing, PSHE, PE and the vocational and life skills curriculum. 

Most of these optional courses lead to opportunities to achieve accreditations at the end of KS4 including 
Unit Awards, ASDAN, BTEC, D of E, additional Entry Levels and even GCSEs. 

Options include: 

• Art 

• Catering 

• Child Care 

• Design Technology (DT) 

• Duke of Edinburgh (D of E) 

• Geography 

• Graphics 

• History 

• Horticulture 

• Media 

• Performing Art 

• Sports Leadership 

Year 9 students will be bringing home an options booklet and a sheet to fill in with their 1st and 2nd choices 

from the subjects available each day (we will endeavour to meet all requests but some courses will be 

oversubscribed). Further details of what each course involves will be provided in the booklet and during 

presentations to students and parents/carers. 

 

Some students are invited to join GCSE classes for English, Maths and Art, and a small number of students 

are selected for a more personalised programme including: 

• Art 

• Community Studies 

• Home Skills 

• Music/Drama 

• Swimming 



Joe (Year 8) went to watch ATFC: 

“It was a lot of fun, I went with my brother and my 

mum. Aldershot beat Notts County 3 goals to 2. We 

saw Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain’s brother and had free 

crisps and snacks” 

Christian Oxlade-Chamberlain plays for The Shots  

 
Invitation to Sponsor a Book Promoting Autism Awareness for the Library 

 
My name is Kenzi and I am 13 years old. I am autistic and trying to raise awareness of the condition amongst all school 
children in the hope that greater education and understanding early on will mean children like me will face less prejudice 
and misunderstanding in the future. 
 
I started off writing poetry for an autism awareness day assembly at my junior school. My poem I’m just me won 2 poetry 
competitions and was featured on BBC Newsround, Calendar and on BBC radio Sheffield amongst others. My poem 
has now been turned into a beautifully illustrated book and I am selling it to raise funds for a local autism charity – 
Derbyshire Autism Services. I have had so many positive reviews locally from schools and nurseries that It is now my 
ambition to get a copy into the library  in every educational setting in the UK, so that as many children as possible have 
the chance to read it and hopefully understand what autism is, making it easier for children with autism to be accepted 
and included by their peers, and that the bullying and prejudice I faced in primary school will be a thing of the past. 
 
It is for that reason I am writing to you, to ask if you would consider supporting me with my mission by purchasing a 
copy of my book for your local library, school library, waiting room or children’s centre. My book is priced at £9.99 and 
postage will be £3.49 

 
For full details of the book, including reviews from headteachers, SENCOs, Parents 
and CAMHS please check out my facebook group KENZI:D I’m just me and my 
Twitter page @KenziKj. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this, I hope that you will support me in this 
mission. You can contact me through the Facebook page, at this email 
mandy444444@outlook.com  or on 07711868091 (my mum’s phone number)  
Best wishes and kindest regards, Kenzi 
 

 

The FOTAS Jubilee Sponsorship Challenge 

It’s time to get cracking with your sponsorship challenge: 

1. Choose your challenge – 70 things to achieve - see the video on the 

school website for some ideas  

https://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/1419/friends-of-the-abbey-school 

2. Write your name and your challenge on the sponsorship form provided 

3. Ask your family, friends and neighbours to sponsor you  

(please do not go door to door asking people to sponsor you 

unless you are accompanied by a parent/guardian) 

4. Keep a record of your progress towards achieving your ‘70’. We would love to see some 

photos or a video if you would like to share friendsoftheabbeysch@gmail.com  

5. Collect your sponsor money/donations and bring in to school. Sponsor money can be paid 

either: 

a. In cash 

b. By cheque made payable to ‘Friends of The Abbey School’ 

c. Online to the Friends charity account – we will be sending the link out to all parents/carers via 

Parentmail 

mailto:mandy444444@outlook.com
https://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/1419/friends-of-the-abbey-school
mailto:friendsoftheabbeysch@gmail.com

