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Project 22 Update 

The new building works are so well screened and secured for health and safety reasons 

that we have had barely a glimpse of what is going on, but here is photographic evidence 

that ground has indeed been broken! Obviously, the students can’t use the small field at 

break and lunch now but the staggered lunch times introduced as part of the covid 

prevention strategy remain in place; there are fewer students out at one time. The main 

field, covered area, quad and basketball court are all still usable as is the top entrance to 

the sensory garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Nose Day 2022 

Today students have been wearing something red, 

buying cakes and throwing wet sponges at some willing 

volunteers from the staff team. It’s not too late to make 

a donation for Comic Relief using the link below. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ana-dias4  

 
Here comes the summer? 

It was fantastic to see some sunshine this week 

(the Saharan sand showers were slightly more 

disconcerting!) 

Some of the KS4 students enjoyed their lunch 

outside in the quad and made use of the 

furniture and fittings paid for with money raised 

by parents and carers via The Friends of The 

Abbey. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ana-dias4


Down Syndrome Awareness Day  

21st March 2022  
We will be marking Down Syndrome Day by participating in "Rock Your Socks" 
- students (and staff) can come to school wearing bright, quirky and odd 
socks.  
 
We are inviting all families to make a donation to Mencap online via 
JustGiving: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ana-dias3   

 

Please Note: We are unable to accept any cash donations at school. 

 

Help for Ukraine 

Thank you to the all the families and 

staff who donated items to be sent 

to Ukraine. Sunny (Year 8) and his 

Mum took them to the collection 

point to be loaded up for the 

journey. 

 

The school grounds are coming up roses 
 

As part of the launch of the new John Ystumllyn Rose, Harkness Roses 

introduced a community gardening scheme to help bring the 

benefits of gardening to young people. Gardening not only has 

benefits to bring people together, but can also help improve mental 

health. Harkness Roses set aside 5000 roses for community gardens. 

Mrs Baldwin applied for some on behalf of The Friends of The Abbey. 

KS4 students planted the roses in the school grounds today under the 

close supervision of Mr Gabellec who is the instructor for the 

Horticulture class. 

 

More students have completed their practical BTEC assessments 

 

Year 10/11 students created 

some paper mâché 

doughnuts that look almost 

good enough to eat too!  

 

They have been looking at the vibrant, colourful food 

paintings of Wayne Thiebaud this term.  

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ana-dias3


Aaron and Ray (Year 10) went 

with Mr Kennedy to join in the 

Jubilee Tree Planting ceremony 

which local 

schools 

were invited 

to. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dylan wins Bronze at Taekwon-do Competition 

Dylan (Year 8) recently competed in the UKTA English Open with 

other competitors from more than 5 countries.  This was his first 

ever competition and he managed to win a bronze medal!  

He brought the medal into school to show his classmates. Like 

his proud parents we are all very impressed by his achievement. 

 

If your child does an out of school activity that we could feature in the newsletter please email 

some details/photos to enquiries@abbey.surrey.sch.uk 

VIP Coaches in School 

Local celebrity Paralympian, Rachel Morris, has been coming into school to 

help students develop their wheelchair skills. Rachel enjoyed a successful 

career as a hand-cyclist, winning time trial gold at Beijing 2008 and a bronze 

medal in the road race at London 2012. 

Seeking a new challenge, she transferred to rowing in 2013 and won an 

outstanding gold medal in the PR1 (arms and shoulders only) women’s single 

scull boat at the Rio 2016 Paralympic Games. 

https://www.britishrowing.org/athlete/rachel-morris/  

Matthew Rust came to visit some of the KS4 students to give them some life-

coaching. Matthew is a 32-year-old man with Mosaic Downs Syndrome. He 

has worked at Wisley Gardens for 15 years and loves his job. He wanted to 

help inspire some of our students to be resilient and show them that his 

special need is what makes him the man he is and does not hold him back! 

He came to talk to them about his school life, where he went to college, 

how he interviewed for jobs and where he is working now. We held a Q&A 

session with the students so they could ask him lots of questions about what 

life is like for him, such as who he lives with and whether he can drive. The 

students were fantastic and Matthew has said he is more than happy to 

come back and meet some more of our students in the future!  

mailto:enquiries@abbey.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.britishrowing.org/athlete/rachel-morris/


Interested in a Career in the Performing Arts? 

Peer Productions have built a new post 18 programme for 

young people with SEND. It's designed for those with MLD 

who could be ‘work ready’ within a year.  

Here’s a link to find out more 

https://www.peerproductions.co.uk/peer-employment-pathway 

 

Club4 Activities  

in the Easter Holidays 
 

 

 

 

For the Easter holidays, all eligible children 

at school in Surrey have the chance to 

secure a free place at one over 100 day 

camps running across the county. Some 

camps are commercially run and open to 

all, while others are exclusive to Club4 

families. Dates and timings vary but all 

camps offer a mix of enriching activities 

such as arts and crafts alongside physical 

activity games to keep young people 

safe, entertained and active.  

Examples of schemes available locally are 

one at Ash Youth Centre and a Surrey 

Rams Basketball Camp at Ash Manor 

Sports Centre. If you are interested in a 

place for your child, you will need a 

voucher from the school to make a 

booking so please contact one of our 

Home School Link Workers as follows: 

NHowell-Din@abbey.surrey.sch.uk   

LWhite@abbey.surrey.sch.uk 

Guildford Saints FC has a warm, inclusive 

environment for those who enjoy playing 

football and like to be sociable in a safe 

environment. They train on Sundays and then 

travel to Walton on Thames for an inter club 

tournament once a month. 

Farnham Powerchair Football Club 

Meets on Saturdays at Farnham 

Heath End School 

 10a.m. – 12p.m. 

New members and volunteer 

coaches welcome 

farnhampowerfc@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.guildfordsaints.org 
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