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Thank you to … 
 

On behalf of the students and staff at the school we want to say a huge thank you for all the 
seasonal trips, treats and goodies at the end of last term including: 
 

• The Children with Special Needs Foundation who paid for the whole school trip to the 
Beauty and the Beast panto at the Camberley Theatre  

• They also arranged for some very generous supermarket vouchers which were distributed 
among our families 

• Farnham Lions and the Foodbank donated food parcels, gifts and vouchers 

• The Dempster Trust made a £500 donation for the students 

• Woodlarks who invited 10 of the students to visit their magical Christmas grotto and gave 
them each an early present 

• Parents and carers who sent in gifts, chocolates, biscuits and other goodies to keep the 
teachers and support staff going to the end of term! 

• The Friends of The Abbey School – having raised nearly £1,300 from the Grand Draw and 
Bingo - used some of the proceeds for the DJ for the student disco 

• Everyone who sponsored students for the Reindeer Run. Members of the team from 
Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice collected all the envelopes, counted all the donations and 
have told us that, between you, you all raised an amazing £1,017 

 
Congratulations to … 

 
Deputy Head, Mr T Jackson, and his wife, Katie, on the birth of their daughter, Isobel 

 

… and a Happy New Year to all the students, families and staff 
 

Life Skills Lessons 
The school’s Life Skills curriculum includes modules such as First Aid, Travel Training, Home 
Skills and Community/Public Services Training. The Friends of The Abbey are using some of the 
proceeds from the Grand Draw and Bingo night to purchase resources to support these 
programmes including bedding, laundry/ironing equipment, personal hygiene, shoe lacing and 
sewing kits. 

 
Thank you to the school governors who have 
been supporting the weekly off-site life skills 

trips 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Anti-bullying Week 
 
Students, including these from 3A, wore odd socks during 
anti-bullying week and donated more than £100 to BBC 
Children in Need. 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated online via Just Giving or 
sent in £1s on the day. 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

‘Super Heroes’ themed school 
lunch – Thursday 26th January 

 
All school lunches need to be 

ordered by Saturday for the week 
ahead 

 
https://innovate2020.cashlessschool.co.uk/  

 
Please check you have ordered all the 
meals your child requires. We are still 

getting students coming to the office daily 
saying there is no lunch ordered for them. 

 
 
MC Grammar is coming into school on Friday 24th February. 
Students will be with him for his show during their English lessons.  
We will be asking students to bring in hats, shades etc. so they can dress 
up as popstars/rockstars/rappers. 
Also, all students will be given two MC Grammar raps to prepare so they 
can rap with him on the day, as well as the chance to take part in rap 
battles. 
The plan is that he will do some lesson drop-ins/meet and greet during 
the afternoon. 
 
 

 
 

https://innovate2020.cashlessschool.co.uk/


It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school when they're unwell. On the 
one hand we all want to avoid spreading illnesses around and on the other we need to get back to 
‘business as usual’ following the pandemic. 
As winter illnesses continue to circulate at high levels the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) has published a 
reminder on how to minimise the spread of illness in education and childcare settings – see the gov.uk website for 
further information. UKHSA advice remains clear that children can continue to attend as normal unless they are unwell 
and have a high temperature. There is no requirement to be absent from school on a precautionary basis.  
There are government guidelines for schools and nurseries about managing specific infectious diseases at GOV.UK. 
These say when children should be kept off school and when they shouldn't. 
If you do keep your child at home, it's important to phone the school on the first day. Let us know that your child won't 
be in and give us the reason. If your child is well enough to go to school but has an infection that could be passed on, 
such as a cold sore or head lice, let their Form Tutor or the school office know. 
The following is NHS advice to follow if your child does not have coronavirus symptoms or they had a test and it was 
negative (they do not have coronavirus). 
 

Illness NHS Advice 

Coughs and colds It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or common cold. But if they have a 
fever, keep them off school until the fever goes. 
Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues and to wash their hands regularly. 

High temperature If your child has a high temperature, keep them off school until it goes away. 

Chickenpox If your child has chickenpox, keep them off school until all the spots have crusted over. 
This is usually about 5 days after the spots first appeared. 

Cold sores There's no need to keep your child off school if they have a cold sore. 
Encourage them not to touch the blister or kiss anyone while they have the cold sore, or to share 
things like cups and towels. 

Conjunctivitis You don't need to keep your child away from school if they have conjunctivitis. 
Do get advice from your pharmacist. Encourage your child not to rub their eyes and to wash their 
hands regularly. 

Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) 

Your child should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people if they 
have symptoms of COVID-19 and they either: 

• have a high temperature 

• do not feel well enough to go to school or do their normal activities 
If they have mild symptoms and they feel well enough, they can still go to school. 

Ear infection If your child has an ear infection and a high temperature or severe earache, keep them off 
school until they're feeling better or their high temperature goes away. 

Hand, foot and 
mouth disease 

If your child has hand, foot and mouth disease but seems well enough to go to school, there's no 
need to keep them off. Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues straight away and 
to wash their hands regularly. 

Head lice and nits There's no need to keep your child off school if they have head lice. 
You can treat head lice and nits without seeing a GP. 

Impetigo If your child has impetigo, they'll need treatment from a GP, often with antibiotics. 
Keep them off school until all the sores have crusted over and healed, or for 48 hours after 
they start antibiotic treatment. Encourage your child to wash their hands regularly and not to 
share things like towels and cups with other children at school. 

Ringworm If your child has ringworm, see your pharmacist unless it's on their scalp, in which case you should 
see a GP. 
It's fine for your child to go to school once they have started treatment. 

Scarlet fever 
 

If your child has scarlet fever, they'll need treatment with antibiotics from a GP. Otherwise they'll 
be infectious for 2 to 3 weeks. Your child can go back to school 24 hours after starting 
antibiotics. 

Slapped cheek 
syndrome (fifth 
disease) 

You don't need to keep your child off school if they have slapped cheek syndrome, 
because once the rash appears, they're no longer infectious. 
If you suspect your child has slapped cheek syndrome, take them to see a GP and let their school 
know if they're diagnosed with it. 

Sore throat You can still send your child to school if they have a sore throat. But if they also have a 
high temperature, they should stay at home until it goes away. 
A sore throat and a high temperature can be symptoms of tonsillitis. 

Strep A If you suspect your child may have Strep A they should not attend school and you should 
contact your doctor (or 999 in an emergency). If there are confirmed or suspected cases in 
school there is no reason for children to be kept at home if they are well. 

Threadworms You don't need to keep your child off school if they have threadworms. 
Speak to your pharmacist, who can recommend a treatment. 

Vomiting and 
diarrhoea 

Children with diarrhoea or vomiting should stay away from school until they have not been 
sick or had diarrhoea for at least 2 days (48 hours). 

To help reduce the risk of some illnesses, including flu, vaccinations are being provided in schools. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cough/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/common-cold/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/fever-in-children/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cold-sores/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/conjunctivitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ear-infections/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hand-foot-mouth-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ringworm/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/slapped-cheek-syndrome/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sore-throat/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/tonsillitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/threadworms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/


Dates for your diary 
 

 Free tickets to watch Aldershot Town play at home 
The Children with Special Needs Foundation have paid for season tickets for students and their families to enjoy 
home games in the Vanarama league this season. 
The next fixtures are: 

Saturday 28th January v Oldham Athletic (3p.m.) 
Tuesday 31st January v Boreham Wood (7.45 p.m.) 
Saturday 4th February v Dorking Wanderers (3p.m.) 

Venue: The EBB Stadium, High Street, Aldershot, Hampshire GU11 1TW 
If you would like to have tickets to take your family to watch a match, please ring the school office or 
email enquiries@abbey.surrey.sch.uk . Don't forget to tell us your child's name and who you would like tickets for. 
Printed e-tickets will be sent home with the successful students during the week before the match.  
If demand exceeds supply we will add families to the waiting list for the next home match. 

Tuesday 7th February 2023  Safer Internet Day 

Mon 13th – Fri 17th February 2023  Half-Term (no early closing on Friday 11th) 

Monday 13th March 2023  WMAT INSET Day (School closed to students) 

Tuesday 14th March 2023 3:40 – 7:50p.m. Parent:Teacher Consultation Meetings 

TBC 6:30p.m. Friends of The Abbey Spring Term Event 

Thursday 23rd March 2023 3:40 – 7:50p.m. Parent:Teacher Consultation Meetings 

Friday 31st March 2023 1:50p.m. School closes early for Easter Holidays 

EASTER HOLIDAYS 

Monday 17th April 2023 9:05a.m. BACK TO SCHOOL 

Monday 1st May 2023  May Day Bank Holiday (School closed) 

Monday 8th May 2023  Bank Holiday (School closed) 

Mon 29th May – Fri 2nd June 2023  Half-Term (no early closing on Friday 26th ) 

Thursday 8th June 2023 4:30-6:30p.m. Life After The Abbey - preparation for post-16 

Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th 

June 2023 
 

Induction Days for New Students starting in 

September  

Thursday 29th June 2023 

 Last day of school for Year 11 students   

5:30-10P.M. 
Year 11 leavers’ Record of Achievement 

presentation/Prom 

Friday 30th June 2023  INSET Day (School closed to students) 

Sunday 9th July 2023  Friends of The Abbey Family Fun Day & BBQ 

Thursday 20th July 2023 1:50p.m. 
Last Day of Term for Students 
School closes early at 1:50p.m. 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

mailto:enquiries@abbey.surrey.sch.uk?subject=Request%20for%20ATFC%20tickets%20for%2011%2F9%2F21

