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Headteacher’s Review of the Autumn Term 
The end of term has arrived and what a frantic final few weeks it has been! It began at the end of November 
with our FOTAS bingo evening which raised a record amount of money. Thank you very much if you were 
able to support this event. This was closely followed by our Life Skills curriculum day which involved our older 
students venturing out into the local community and our younger students learning how to do things such as 
iron, load a washing machine and make a bed! More recently we had the whole school trip to the pantomime 
in Camberley (massive thanks to the Children With Special Needs Foundation for this) and this week we 
welcomed a huge number of you into school for our Christmas performance and the Reindeer Run. It was a 
delight to have so many of you attend. The Christmas disco was a tremendous success with many students 
(and staff!) showing off their dance moves and last Friday the staff performed their annual pantomime much 
to the students’ delight. As always the script had been written by Mrs Kennedy and this year it was a 
combination of the Lion King and Scrooge. Fortunately, parents and carers did not get to see this event! 
 
I would like to say a personal thank you to the staff team for enabling all of the above to take place. Without 
their willingness to go the extra mile and commitment to the school and ultimately your children, The Abbey 
would not be the special place that it is.  
 
In addition to the vast array of activities that have occurred there has also been a huge amount of learning 
this term. On my many visits into lessons students have consistently been focused, engaged and 
enthusiastic. I have lost count of the number of students who have been to see me over the past few weeks 
with outstanding pieces of work. Hopefully the many Headteacher award certificates that I have given out 
have made it home for you to see!  
 
The refurbishment of the lower school toilets and two staff offices is now almost complete and we are really 
pleased with the new look! Students have been very calm and patient whilst the work has taken place and 
I'm sure will be pleased to see the school return to normal next term.  
 
Mrs Andrea Smith (TA) is leaving us at the end of this term after 20 years’ service at The Abbey. I would like 
to extend a huge thank you to her for all that she has done in her time at the school. She has been particularly 
instrumental in keeping our school library so pristine and well-organised and these skills (as well as many 
others) will be sorely missed!  
 
Have a super Christmas whatever you are doing and I look forward to seeing you all again in 2020. 
Best wishes, 
David Jackson  

 



Life Skills Day 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIMA Community Projects & Volunteer Group 

The KS4 students in LIMA group have been getting involved in another 

community project – the Christmas Tree Festival at St Andrew’s Church in 

Farnham. Between them local organisations, businesses, schools and families 

decorated over 100 trees for a display in the church from 4th – 8th December. 

Their Abbey School tree even got to appear on TV as Mrs N Smith explained: 

“I was quite excited to see the Farnham 

Christmas tree festival covered on the BBC 

South News. A clip of our tree featured in the 

TV coverage showing the hands drawn by 

the Y7 students in Mrs Price’s class. I took a 

picture of it from my TV and also recorded 

the clip on my phone ... There were quite a 

few 10p pieces in our cup where people had 

voted for our tree.”  

Bus ride to Alton – 

finding way around 

town to locate the 

church, museum 

and college (KS4) 

Train to Woking – 

map reading to 

shopping centre, 

shopping and 

Laser Quest (KS4) 

Years 8 & 9 – 1st Aid/Relationships/D-I-Y 

Basingstoke by train 

– finding way round 

shopping centre, 

buying and writing 

Christmas cards (KS4) 

Year 7 students all tried 

housekeeping tasks including 

cleaning, vacuuming, laundry, 

ironing and bed making. 

Train to Farnborough – 

walk to leisure centre for 

lunch and bowling (KS4) 

Year 7 students practised their 

housekeeping skills including 

cleaning, laundry and bed-making 

 



Year 7 visit local church 

Mrs Price took the Year 7 students to St Joan of Arc’s Church 

to see the crib and nativity scene.  They were also able to 

see the various church features that they have studied in RE 

lessons this term such as the pulpit, font and alter, to name 

a few.  Their behaviour was, as always, exemplary and they 

thoroughly enjoyed the visit.   

Choir Christmas Concert 

The school choir were invited to attend a Just So concert to celebrate Christmas at the United Reform Church 

Guildford. The students went for a rehearsal after school and then performed to parents and carers in the evening. 

We sang a variety of fun Christmas Songs and we all really enjoyed it. 

Well done to Nathan, Amelia, Raihan, Harry A, Joshua B, Brad, Abi, Amelie, Oscar H, Jody and 

Emma L. We are looking forward to performing next year and will let you know details of our 

new projects in 2020 after Christmas. 

Thank you for your support this term - the students love to have family members in the audience. Thank you also to 

Mr Baldwin who drove the mini bus to the church on the Friday evening. 

Singing Workshop 

The following students were involved in a singing workshop at the United Reform Church in Guildford on Tuesday 19th 

November 2019 - Joshua B, Amelie, Harry A, Abi, Amelia, Layla, Emma L, Caitlyn & Jody. 

They sang with lots of students from other special schools and were lucky enough to meet composer Lin Marsh who 

introduced them to a new song. They all joined in fully and as ever were a credit to the school! 

Mrs Shead-Jones 

Farewell Mrs Smith 
Mrs Andrea Smith who is leaving after 20 years at the school has supported hundreds of students 
and scores of teachers. As a much valued colleague she has shared a wealth of experience and 
expertise. Mrs Kennedy explained – “Andrea just gets on with whatever she is asked to do and has 
worked with most key stages throughout the school. Most recently she has been doing phonic 
sessions with students and obviously has the interest and skills for all literacy work.  She has helped 
both teachers and students with this.”  

Mrs Rosie Burroughs, a long standing colleague who left last term described Andrea as “straightforward and decisive 
so you know where you stand with her, but with a good sense of humour – you can always have a good giggle with 
Andrea.” We all wish her well in the future, hope that she will stay in touch and pop back to visit from time to time. 

 

Hedgehogs Sponsored Swim 

Between them the 4 students who took part in this 

year’s sponsored swim raised an amazing 

£733.50 (including £81.50 gift aid)  

for the school 

Thank you to them, their families  

and all the other sponsors 

 



Drop in - Coffee afternoon 

Wednesday   22nd January 2020 

From 2.30 – 3.15 

 
Come and have a coffee – biscuit - and a chat at our next coffee afternoon.  Be good to see as many of you 
that can make it. 
We would like to offer the opportunity to meet the Primary Mental Health Worker who works in school on 
Wednesday afternoons.   She will be able to introduce herself, explain her role and signpost for various 
support.  So if you have any concerns regarding your young person with sleep issues – low mood – anxiety 

etc., we are hoping we can sort drop in sessions for you to get help with these issues. 
 

Gingerbread Houses 
 

Students in Key Stage 4 who study Catering as 
one of their Options were justifiably proud of 
the gingerbread houses they completed this 
week. Under the tuition of our new food 
technology teacher Mrs Child, they baked the 
gingerbread last week and then assembled and 
decorated their masterpieces this week.  

 

Friends of The Abbey 50:50 Club 

The prize winners of the autumn term 50:50 Club draw were as follows: 

1st Prize: £20 – Mrs Hooke 

2nd Prize: £  5 – Dr & Mrs Bullock 

3rd Prize:  £  5 – Mr Farley 

It’s not too late to join the 50:50 club – it’s £4 per number per term. Half of the termly subs are given out 

as prize money and half is donated to the school. The next draw will be towards the end of the spring term. 

 

Application to join Friends of The Abbey ’50:50 Club – 2019-20 

Name:………………………………………………………………………would like to join the FOTA 50:50 Club. 

Contact Tel. No…………………………………  E-mail address …………………………………………………. 

Address: ......................………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Child’s name/class……………………………................................................................................................... 

I wish to purchase *_____ number(s) at £8 each for entry to 2 draws (£4 per draw). 

I enclose total payment of £_______in cash / cheque (made payable to The Friends of The Abbey 

School). 

(* Please enter the total number of prize draw numbers you wish to purchase) 

Each applicant will receive acknowledgement of their number(s) allocated in writing or by email. 

If you have any questions/queries, please send them to FOTA via the School Office, The Abbey School, Menin Way, Farnham, 

Surrey, GU9 8DY c/o FOTA – good luck and thank you for your support! 


