
The abbey school newsletter 
Newsletter No 5/2020-21               Friday 20th November 2020 

Anti-bullying Week 2020 
 

As with most things this term, Mrs Rotherham had 
to come up with an ingenious plan for students and 
staff to accomplish the annual pledging of the school 
anti-bullying oath given the need to socially distance 
and observe all the other COVID prevention measures 
in place. Students signed their pledges in their Forms 
and these have been added to the board in the school 
hall. 

 
The deadline for the poster 

competition is  
Monday 23rd November 

 
On Monday, students 
wore odd socks to 
school raising £ 55 
for Children in Need. 

 
School Plans & Events 

Sadly we have had to cancel many of our traditional events this term and leading up to Christmas 
because of the pandemic. There will be no family bingo night, school disco, Reindeer Run in aid of the 
Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice or end of term production for parents and carers. Nevertheless, staff will do 
all they can to bring some seasonal cheer – there will be after school parties for each bubble and Mrs 
Kennedy is already working on a ‘socially distanced’ panto!! 

Look out for a letter coming home soon with further details of plans for events in school 
this term. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CHECK THE SCHOOL WEBSITE REGULARLY FOR 
UPDATES https://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/1237/calendar   

Friday 27th & Monday 30th 
November 2020 

 Autumn Break – school closed 

Tuesday 1st December 2020  Whole school progress review day 

Tuesday 15th December 2020 T.B.C. School Christmas Lunch 

Friday 18th December 2020 1:50p.m. Last day of term. School closes early. 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 

Monday 4th January 2021 9:05a.m. BACK TO SCHOOL 

https://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/1237/calendar


Poppy Appeal 
 

Thank you to everyone who bought poppies! 
 

 
over £120 

raised 
for… 

 
 

 
Life After The Abbey: ex-student news 

 
Ben who left the school to go on to a post-16 placement at Alton College in 2011 is a keen 
naturalist and photographer. With support, Ben has forged a media-based career but still 
has time to pursue his passion for wildlife. You can read more about his nature walk blogs 
and an ambitious pond-building project on the Surrey Wildlife Trust website: 
 

https://www.surreywildlifetrust.org/blog/marcus-wehrle/ben-and-chris-wild-about-life 
 

 

 

Enthusiastic leaf 
clearing: 

 Key Stage 4 
volunteers 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.surreywildlifetrust.org/blog/marcus-wehrle/ben-and-chris-wild-about-life


Parents Evening Survey 
 
Thank you to the 50 parents and carers who completed our survey to provide feedback about our 
first ‘virtual’ parent:teacher consultation event. This included 47 who booked appointments with their 
child’s Form Tutor/teachers and 3 who did not – we are still very keen to hear from those of you 
have not responded either by completing the online survey or the paper questionnaire we sent home 
with your child. 
 
Three quarters of you who took part in the survey had at least some online consultations while one in 
four opted for telephone appointments exclusively. Altogether across the school 80% of our students 
had at least one parent/carer with appointments. 
 

More than four out of five respondents agreed that the virtual appointments allowed them to spread 
their bookings out more and to speak to more teachers. Having to arrange childcare and/or transport 
to come into school for appointments is an issue for a significant minority. 
 

On the other hand, 96% agreed that the advantages of face-to-face appointments in school include 
the opportunity see your child’s work/books. 

 

 
 

Most would like a choice of virtual 
and on-site appointments or to be 
offered one format for some 
terms/years and another for 
others, but if forced to choose, 
those who would opt for personal 
meetings in school slightly 
outnumbered those who would 
choose virtual appointments (57% 
v 43%). 
 
Thank you for all your comments 
and suggestions. We have 
included a few overleaf. 
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I like to come into school so I can have a look at the 2nd hand
uniform

I like to come into school because there is an opportunity to bump
into other staff I don't have appointments with or do not teach my

child at the moment

I like to come into school because there is an opportunity to
meet/chat to other parents

I like to come into school because of the extra presentations the
school sometimes puts on at the same time

I like to come into school and see the displays and other things that
have been going on

I like to come into school because I can see my child's books/work

Advantages of Face-to-Face consultations in School

Agree Strongly Agree a Bit Not an Issue



Some of your comments about our first ‘virtual’  
parent-teacher consultation event 

 

“It worked well on Teams as meant both parents could listen in as 
sometimes parents evening clashes with bedtimes, etc” 
 

“It worked very well, in fact seemed more efficient than ‘in person’ ones 

where often appointment times are out the window within 10 minutes of 

the start!” 

I 
“It is a hard balancing act as there are benefits of going into the school 
(as you listed in the section above) but the online version worked so well and 
presumably, as more convenient, had the potential to reach a wider 
audience. I wonder therefore whether a separate open evening could be 
held, perhaps once a year to showcase students’ work, sell second hand 
uniform, meet & chat to others?? Perhaps tie it to another event??” 
 
“I think the parents consultation, whether it be telephone or in person, is 

great especially for a parent whose child never mentions what they do at 

school! I also found the telephone appointment great as I do not live in the 

area of the school and also do not have child care, so the phone option made 

things easier for me. But most of all thank you for keeping our kids safe 

during what’s going on in the world and keeping down the numbers of 

people wandering around the school has helped.” 

 

“Maybe alternate between on line and face to face dependent upon year 
groups / stage or importance of that year e.g. first and final years” 
 

“The staff have been amazing in these times to still make the 

effort to make sure we know all about our child's time at 

school and any issues they have or had.” 

 

“Face to face is my preferred however closely followed by online as the 

annual review worked well online” 
 

 
Thank you for all your comments and suggestions 


