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Headteacher’s Review of the Year 
 

And so another school year comes to an end… it has been a year of many successes in so many 

different ways and one that I have thoroughly enjoyed. Yet again our students have surpassed 

expectations in their achievements and they remain such wonderful ambassadors for our school. 

As a staff team we are so proud of them all.  

Thank you very much for all the cards and gifts that have been sent in to school over the past few 

weeks. I know how much staff have appreciated these! I would also like to thank you all for the help 

and support that you have given us this past year. Without the close working relationships we have 

with parents, carers and wider family members, the school quite simply wouldn’t be the special 

place that it is.  

At the end of June, we said a very sad goodbye to our year 11s (and their parents!), then welcomed 

in a very enthusiastic and excited new year 7 at the start of July for their induction days. We are all 

looking forward to having them as ‘official’ members of The Abbey from September and know 

already that they will be a wonderful addition to our school.  

It was lovely to see so many of you at the recent summer barbecue and at sports day. I wanted to 

say a huge thank you to FOTAS for all they have done this year. For a school of our size they have 

raised an incredible amount of money and we have already earmarked some of this for new 

musical instruments and new activities for the sensory garden! Sadly, Louise Nash (Chair) and Tim 

O’Dell (Treasurer) are moving on and we are incredibly grateful to both for all of the time and effort 

they have put into FOTAS. They have been superb. We are very pleased that Cathy Macmillan has 

come forward to stand to be our new Chair and Mark Merryweather as our new treasurer. I am sure 

that both will do a fantastic job.  

Miss Sexton, Mrs Baverstock, Mrs Burroughs and Mr Minifie are all moving on at the end of this term 

and I would like to thank them all for everything they have given to the school in their time with us. 

All have been superb members of staff in their own way and we wish them the best of luck for the 

future. This September we will be welcoming 7 new teachers (full and part time) to The Abbey who 

bring a wealth of experience and expertise with them. Mr Clyde is a very experienced English 

teacher and will be our new English lead, Mrs Rotherham is a very experienced secondary specialist 

teacher and will be our new PSHE lead, Mrs Child is a very experienced food teacher and will take 

a number of our catering lessons, Mrs Long is a maths specialist and qualified SENCo with a huge 

array of SEND experience, Mrs N Smith is a newly qualified maths specialist teacher and will lead on 

key stage 3 maths, Mrs Winnan is a newly qualified science teacher with a medical background 

and will be our science lead and Mr Hacker, although he officially started with us this term, will begin 

his role as PE lead from September.  It is a very exciting time for the school in its development and I 

am sure that next year will be as successful as this year, if not more so!  

If you have any ideas or suggestions as to how we could improve 

things further at The Abbey, please do let one of the team know. 

We are always keen to hear from you and listen to how we could 

be better. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a wonderful 

summer, whatever you are doing and wherever you are going, and 

look forward to seeing you all again in September when we begin 

another action packed school year!  

Best wishes, David Jackson   



Sports Day 2019 

 

It was fantastic to welcome so many families to the annual school sports day. Altogether 

we counted about 80 guests who all contributed to a fantastic atmosphere for this event, 

cheering the students on and then celebrating their success at the presentation of medals 

and certificates. 

The e-safety drop-in session organised by Mr Molloy and Miss Burke was very well attended 

and we received such positive feedback from parents and carers that we plan to repeat 

this as a bolt-on to other future events. However, if you would like to raise any internet safety 

or social media related issues for our students at any point, please do contact the school 

and ask to speak to a member of the ICT/Computing team. 

The Abbey in Bloom 

Thanks to the endeavours and hard work of Mrs Foxwell 

and the gardening club, the planted areas around the 

school have never looked better. 

Councillor Pat Evans, recently elected as the new Mayor 

of Farnham, came to the school 

recently to judge their entries in the 

various categories of the schools 

competition that forms part of the 

Farnham in Bloom festival.  

The results having been announced, we are proud to report: 

 1st prize in the scarecrow competition for the second year running 

 2nd prize for Irisha (Year 10) in the best anti-litter poster competition 

 3rd in the best school garden category of the secret gardens 

competition 

 Very highly commended in the hanging baskets section 



Baroque to Rock 

Although a few of our students got their ear defenders out, they all 

thoroughly enjoyed the Baroque to Rock performance organised by Mrs 

Shead-Jones as a special Music curriculum activity paid for 

by The Friends of The Abbey School. 

There was singing along and dancing in the aisles – a lovely 

way to celebrate the end of the last full week of school this 

year. 

More Football Success for Zara 

Year 11 leaver, Zara, represented Chelsea FC under 16s in a recent tournament 

at Tottenham Hotspur’s ground. 

Her Dad explained that they were there all day, but it was worth it as her team 

won the tournament! 

Well done to Chelsea and Zara, who will be much missed as a member of the 

Abbey School squad. 

 

Key Stage 3 Maths Enterprise: the sweet smell of success 

Mrs Baverstock and her top KS3 maths group have 

undertaken a practical maths and business project raising 

over £40 which they have donated to the Friends of The 

Abbey School. The group collected and purchased the 

materials needed to make jars of lavender hand scrub to 

sell at sports day. 

They learnt all about budgeting, sales forecasting and 

calculating profits and created their own merchandising 

and marketing materials. They must have been persuasive 

salespeople as they managed to sell out! 

 

Friends of The Abbey School 

50:50 Club Draw 

Lucky Number Winners:  

Summer Term 2019 

 

 

1st prize (£26) – Janet Stephen (No. 15) 

2nd prize (£17) – Andrew Bookham (No. 8) 

3rd prize (£9) - Dr & Mrs Bullock (No. 23) 

 



Individual Music & Singing Lessons 

Surrey Arts offer a service whereby their music and singing teachers will visit your child at school 

and deliver individual or small group lessons. If your child would like to learn to play a musical 

instrument or develop an existing talent, further details are available online at 

www.surreycc.gov.uk/culture-and-leisure/arts/music/lessons-for-children . 

Alternatively, you can contact the school office for a leaflet. 

 

A-Team Performance 
 

Some of the members of the Abbey’s Rock Challenge group 

of performers were recently invited to perform in a 

professional production staged by the school’s dance 

instructor Keely Catt. Keely 

has her own dance 

company, Fusion Dance. This 

was not an official school 

event but Mrs Horton 

volunteered to support the 

group for the performance at Alderwood Senior (formerly 

Connaught) School, which was attended by the parents. They did 

extremely well and were a big hit with the audience. 

 

ParentMail 

If you change your email address or mobile number you can edit this yourself if you log in to 

ParentMail (don’t forget to let the school know too, so we can update the school database). 

We are happy to edit your ParentMail details for you, but please note that when new email 

addresses or mobile numbers are entered by the school they have to be verified by the user, 

otherwise they revert to the old email address or mobile number. You will receive an email or text 

message asking you to verify the change otherwise it will not take effect. 

Thank you 

Free Skate Park Workshops in Waverley 
 

 All 10am-2pm including workshop, practice, pro-rider demonstrations and competition 

Farnham  Monday 29 July  

Cranleigh  Tuesday 30 July  

Haslemere  Thursday 8 Aug  

Godalming (Aarons Hill) Friday 9 Aug  

Find out more and register www.waverley.gov.uk/skate 

BACK TO SCHOOL: Wednesday 4th 

September at 9:05 a.m. 

http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/culture-and-leisure/arts/music/lessons-for-children

