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Friends of The Abbey BBQ 2019 

Biggest & Best Ever!! 

 

The Friends of The Abbey would like to thank all the parents/carers who supported the BBQ on 

Sunday, either in the lead up to the event, sending in bottles and cakes, setting up, helping on a 

stall or just coming along to help the day go with a swing and support the various stalls and activities. 

The band, PR5, laid on some splendid entertainment, supported by warm up and closing ex-student 

DJ Louis. Both are available for events if you are planning one of your own (contact details are 

available from the school office). Some very brave students performed in the break and did a 

fantastic job for the appreciative crowd. 

It was the most successful BBQ to date in terms of numbers attending (over 250 people), money 

raised for the school (over £1,650) and atmosphere on the day. We are very grateful to Morgan's 

the butchers on The Ridgeway parade just down the road who donated all the burgers and 

sausages and to Warburton's who gave the rolls - this really helped boost the money raised for the 

school. 

There were over 40 Abbey families here (including half a dozen Year 11 leavers and a pleasantly 

surprising number of ex-students from longer ago) plus 8 new Year 7 families. 

Thanks again on behalf of FOTAS 

 

N.B The next big FOTAS event will be the annual bingo and grand draw on Friday 22nd November!! 



The Friends of The Abbey Committee 

The Friends of The Abbey School is our parent/staff association organising social events (including the Bingo 

& Grand Draw, Quiz Night and Annual Family BBQ) and supporting the school in a variety of ways. Since 

relaunching 4 years ago FOTAS have raised nearly £18,000 for the students. This year has already broken all 

previous records with a total to date of over £5,000. The money you spend and donate through FOTAS is used 

to provide a wide range of “extras” for the school including things like teaching resources (£700 this year for 

Maths, Science & History), Workshops (e.g. ‘Baroque to Rock’), Curriculum days (including ‘life skills’ day), a 

dishwasher & new aprons for food lessons, a safety mirror for the changing rooms, IT equipment (interactive 

whiteboards) and staging & PA equipment for Performing Arts. Every year FOTAS pay for the hire of the venue 

for the leavers’ Prom and give each Year 11 student a leavers’ hoodie. This year the Student Council asked 

the Friends to pay for new picnic benches and some recycling bins for outside and £3,000 has been ring 

fenced for the development of the quad. 

For the past 4 years Louise Nash has been a chair of the committee. Louise is legendary 

for her tenacity in persuading local shops and business to donate prizes for the raffles and 

auctions – she will have asked every one of you to buy a raffle or tombola ticket, or bid on 

a lot, at one time or another. Louise’s son has reached the end of his time at the school so 

she is stepping down at the end of this year. On behalf of the school and the committee, 

Mr Jackson gave her a vote of thanks at the BBQ for her enthusiasm, hard work and 

absolute determination to raise as much as possible for the school. 

When the association was relaunched Tim O’Dell was persuaded to take on the role 

of Treasurer. As well as managing the accounts he undertook a huge amount of work 

in the background making sure that FOTAS was compliant with all the rules and 

regulations and has continued to do so, including updating the constitution, making 

annual returns to the Charity Commission, overseeing the FOTAS account, setting up 

Gift Aid so we can get the tax back on donations and organising licenses and floats 

for events. Despite the fact that his daughter left The Abbey over 2 years ago, Tim 

has continued in the role whilst we identified someone to take over from him. The 

committee are extremely grateful to him for quietly taking care of the business side 

of things so that they can focus on planning and running events (that didn’t excuse 

him from helping out with that too, though!) 

We are also losing a further 2 extremely hard working committee members, Emma’s 

Mum and Grandma have always been relied on to support both FOTAS and general 

school events. You will recognise them from their sterling service at the Bingo Night, 

Reindeer Run, Sports Day and New Student Induction and most of you will have enjoyed 

a cup of tea or coffee they have made at an event. Even more importantly, it is the 

Stephen family who established the relationship with Morgan’s The Butchers who 

donate all the burgers and sausages which mean that this year the 

BBQ had already raised nearly £700 before we even opened the gates (where previously 

they were to be found handing out the food vouchers, but Emma is another Year 11 leaver). 

On top of this Janet and her husband, Jarrod, compiled all the questions for the 3 Quiz Nights 

that have raised over £1,000 each, on average, acting as quiz masters with Nicky keeping 

the scores. We will miss them all. 

The committee have about one main meeting per term and are looking for new members for next year so 

please do come along to the AGM on Tuesday 1st October @ 6:30p.m. even if you just want to find out more, 

have some suggestions or ideas for new events. 

The committee were pleased that a number of new Year 7 as well as existing parents/carers have indicated 

that they are prepared to roll up their sleeves and help out at events. If you can spare some time, please put 

your name forward to be added to the list of volunteers. 

If work or family commitments mean that you are unable to get involved like this, there are other ways you 

can help – donate a prize, or persuade your employer or a business you use to do so, join the 50:50 Club, sell 

Grand Draw tickets to friends, neighbours, family and colleagues (tickets will be sent home before October 

half term), do your online shopping via www.thegivingmachine.co.uk and nominate The Abbey School as 

you chosen beneficiary… 

http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/


Moving-up to Next Academic Year 

 

After the summer holidays, some students at the Abbey School join a new tutor group whilst others 

stay in the same tutor group. Sometimes, the form tutor changes. 

 

On Wednesday, all students spent the morning in their Forms for next year, getting to know their 

new teachers and classmates. All students were given a named summary to bring home and 

share with their parents or carers containing confirmation of their Form Tutor, Teaching Assistant(s) 

and room. 

 

For next year, the Form Tutors are as follows: 

 

Key Stage 3 A Mrs Gardiner 

Key Stage 3 B Mr Vadi (Key Stage 3 Leader) 

Key Stage 3 C Mr Hacker 

Key Stage 3 D Mr Clyde 

Key Stage 3 E Mr Molloy 

Key Stage 3 F Miss Parker 

Key Stage 4 W Mrs Rotherham & Mrs N Smith 

Key Stage 4 X Mrs S Smith & Mrs Winnan 

Key Stage 4 Y Mrs Price & Mrs Shead-Jones 

Key Stage 4 Z Mr Moore 

Mr Gregory will not be a Form Tutor but will continue as Key Stage 4 Leader. 

 

KS4 students have made their Options choices which will be confirmed when the timetables are 

finalised, and some students have been identified as having the potential to achieve GCSEs in 

English, Maths or Art and have been offered additional booster classes.  

 

Updated Curriculum Overviews will be available on the school website at the beginning of the 

new academic year and there will be a  

Curriculum Information Evening for parents and carers on Monday 16th September at 6p.m.  

 

KS4 Horticulture Certification 

Seven Year 11 students who took part in the 

Friday afternoon horticulture Option in KS4 

have completed the ASDAN module. 

They were introduced to a range of horticultural skills: propagation, ground preparation and plant 

maintenance techniques (weeding, watering, and pruning). 

During different gardening activities, the students have practised their fine and gross motor skills (seed sowing, 

digging, planting using different tools), shown health and safety awareness (wearing appropriate clothing 

and footwear), communicated and socialised with each other, shown that they can follow instructions to 

plant seeds, prepared outside growing beds, shown that they have knowledge of planting, shown initiative 

and pride in their work and enjoyed the learning experience. 

They used these skills to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the subject through a 

qualification which they all achieved. Numeracy, literacy and ICT skills were also embedded during sessions. 

Mr Gabellec 

 

The ASDAN Horticulture module has been written to assist with the development of horticulture skills for 

learners with a range of learning needs. It comprises six sections: 

Getting ready to work in the garden 

Using tools safely 

Growing seeds and plants indoors 

Growing plants outdoors 

Keeping the garden area tidy 

Optional project 



Financial contributions for Post 16 students with an EHCP who are 
eligible for travel assistance  

A message from the SCC Admissions and Transport Team 

 
Following a review and in line with the council’s Travel Assistance Policy for Children and 
Young People with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), students who are aged 16 or 
over with an EHCP, and who are starting a new course of study in September 2019, will be 

required to pay a financial contribution towards the cost of any travel arrangements that are 
made by Surrey County Council in 2019/20. 

 

SPORTS DAY 2019   PARKING 
 

Abbey School Sports Day and Picnic 
Wednesday 17th July 

Refreshments from 10:30a.m. 
Events from 11a.m. 

We are investing in additional 
parking, but there are currently 

insufficient spaces to meet 
anticipated demand. If you can park 
elsewhere, or car share, please do. 

Thank you! 

We look forward to welcoming parents/carers 
and other family members to this year’s sports day. 

Welcome refreshments will be available in the School Hall from 10:30a.m and the sports events will start at 11a.m. 
There will be a break for everyone to share a picnic lunch on the field (visitors should bring their own packed lunches) 
before the presentation of medals. 
Parents/carers attending the event may take students home with them following the presentation, if they wish, but 
the students MUST sign out first. Parents/carers are responsible for informing school transport about their plans for 
their own child(ren). 
The events will continue into the afternoon so do please stay if you can, and, if you can’t, your child can still participate 
and travel home on school transport as usual. 
 

Free Tickets for Students and Families: 

Aldershot Town FC 

Home games: 2019-20 Vanarama National League 

The Children With Special Needs Foundation have again very generously paid for tickets for our students and their 

families to enjoy watching home games at the EBB Stadium next season. So that the tickets for the games which will 

take place over the summer holidays do not go to waste, we are inviting families from all years, including our new Year 

7 students, to apply for tickets before we break up (a form has been sent home with all students or ring/email the 

school office). We will send out the printed tickets before the end of term. 

The first matches are as follows: 

Saturday 3rd August, 3pm:   FYLDE (H) 

Tuesday 13th August, 7.45pm:    BROMLEY (H) 

Saturday 17th August, 3pm:   HALIFAX TOWN (H) 

Monday 26th August, 3pm:   SUTTON UNITED (H) 

Saturday 7th September, 3pm:   BARROW (H) 

 

Message from DL Louis following the BBQ 
Can I just say to everyone who came a massive thank you for coming!! I absolutely enjoyed the afternoon playing 
some great tunes and I really hope that you enjoyed it as well! Big massive thank you to the Friends for organising 
this, what a fab afternoon.  

If you would like to hire me for your event, you can contact me by the following ways: 

Email: louisv1234.lv@gmail.com    Mobile: 07758 127162 

Full kit and PA system with the amp is fully provided. 

If you would like to add me on the social accounts, Instagram and Facebook they are: Instagram 
@djlouisv and Facebook is @DJLouisv 

mailto:louisv1234.lv@gmail.com

