
The Abbey School Newsletter 
Newsletter No. 17/2018-19                          Friday 28th June 2019 

Year 11 Leavers 2019 

This week we say a fond farewell to our Year 11 students who will be starting post-16 placements at local FE colleges 
or other special school 6th forms next year. We are very proud of everything they have achieved at The Abbey which 
has been exemplified not only by excellent Entry Level and Functional Skills exam results but also by the increased 
levels of self-confidence, social and independence skills they have developed. 

 

Yesterday we celebrated their time at the school with a Leavers’ Assembly and later they 
returned with their proud parents for the annual Record of Achievement presentation 
followed by the prom at Blacknest Golf Club.  
Bev from Innovate even baked and decorated them a special cake for lunch! 
As a finale to a week of special events which included a trip to watch a Cricket World Cup 
match, a quiz party and a staff v students football match, they are going to Thorpe Park today – a special way to 
mark the end of their 5 years together here. All the students were presented with leavers’ hoodies by The Friends of 
The Abbey (who also paid for the hire of the prom venue, as they do every year) thanks to some of the funds raised 
by parents/carers and staff at the Bingo & Grand Draw, Quiz Night and Family BBQ. 
 

“This year 11 have been a truly fantastic year group and we will all be very sorry to say goodbye. For me they are a 

particularly special year group as they started at The Abbey at the same time as I did. I was a nervous new deputy 

head and they were quiet and anxious new year 7s – how times have changed! We both found our way around the 

school together and quickly settled in – I cannot believe 5 years have now passed.  

It has been an absolute pleasure watching them mature into the young men and women that we see before us today. 

Individually they have all achieved a huge amount and collectively they are the most ‘together’ year group I have 

come across. We will all really miss them but wish them the best of lunch for the future. “ 

Mr Jackson   



Celebrating the Life of Mrs Marion Smith 

Students and staff have been remembering Mrs Smith who was a Teaching Assistant at 
the school for over 25 years, received a Surrey County Council long-service award, and 
continued to come in as a volunteer even after she retired! 

With a degree in Biological Science and a passion for animals and the natural world, 
Marion inspired and enthused hundreds of students over the years.  

She gave generously of her time and talents in the wider 
community too, with an interest in creatures, great and 
small, from expeditions and surveys to protect whales and dolphins with ORCA, to 
monitoring dormice and training others. For over 20 years Marion was an RSPB volunteer 
becoming a Group Leader in East Hants.  
Alongside the earnest dedication and commitment, Marion had a great sense of fun and 
was a valuable friend to others. 

Marion was devoted to her family, husband Paul, two sons and daughter, Helen, and was a proud grandmother. The 
family spoke movingly of the gift of Marion’s life at a memorial and thanksgiving service earlier this month and shared 

their tributes. The fact that around 20 members of the Abbey staff team, past and present, were in attendance 
was but a small indication of the esteem and affection with which Marion has always been regarded by her 
colleagues and friends at the school.  

Although it was a sad occasion, it was an opportunity to share 
memories and anecdotes with former head, deputy and assistant 
headteachers, teachers and support staff, and 3 former science 
teachers, Mrs Gill, Mrs Purkiss and Mrs Thomas (pictured), who 
spoke of Marion’s invaluable support in the classroom and out. 

Students were informed of Marion’s untimely death following a short illness during a school assembly and 
staff were on hand to answer the questions they had. It has been suggested that a bird bath is installed at 
the school in Marion’s memory. If you would like to contribute to the collection, please send your donation 
into school with your child. Any residual funds will be donated to one of Marion’s favourite wildlife charities. 

 
 

Students v Staff Football 

Match 

Result 0:1  
after extra time 

 

All students, teachers and teaching assistants participated either as players, match officials, coaches or spectators – 

ask you child for a match report by telling you/writing about it, drawing a picture/cartoon strip or using their 

IT/media skills to create something using a computer or tablet. Ask them what role they played? Who won the 

winning goal? Did anything funny happen? Who would they choose as their “Person of the Match” and why? If your 

child can’t remember the details, look out for a match report coming soon on the school website. 

 

 

 

 



Farm Visit 
On Friday 21st June, Y11 Bravo group visited Pierrepont Farm for their last Food for Life lesson.  The morning started 
with a walk around their woodland. We then saw how their herd of Jersey cows were milked by robotic milking 

machines in the milking parlour. We then went and saw the calves too.      Mrs Currie 

   

Year 9 Residential: PGL trip  

My favourite bit of the trip was when we had a campfire because we got to toast marshmallows over the 
fire. Miss Barkess and I set up a nail bar so that we could paint each other’s nails; I also got to paint 2 of the 
PGL staff member’s nails which was hilarious. Miss barkess also did my hair in a French plait which was fun.  

My best part of pgl was when miss parker and I raced each other on the challenge cause because I won one 
of the rounds but unfortunaly miss parker won the others but that was ok.  Anyway I also enjoyed being 
out of school.  

One of the activities was high ropes which you had to keep your balance at all times, but you had 2 ninja 
squeals which 2 people are on different sides to help you if you would of fallen so they were there to help 
you get back up. However I was the only person who stayed on the ropes and didn’t fall off.  

But at the start we played a few trust exercises with our partners. My partner with miss parker and we 
both had fun taking in turns to doing the exercise.    

But on the day that we went home it chucked down with rain so we had finish off the last activity which 
was abseiling then we went inside and played some games. Miss parker and I 
and some other people came and joined us to play Uno. But whilst we were 
playing Uno miss parker and I made a deal with each other. The deal was if I 
had lost the game of Uno I had to try some Humus so that was quite funny.  

I would also like to say a big thank you to miss parker, miss Barkess and Mr 
Malloy for all of their hard work and for taking us all on a fabulous trip to 
marchant hill we all had a wonderful time and thank you for helping us with 
some of the activities when we got stuck.            Ellen (Year 9) 

London Eye Trip 
 

On 10th June 2019 a group of students went to 
London.  They had a fantastic time on the London 
Eye and even the inclement weather did not stop 
the group from enjoying the superb ride.  The 
group of students were presented the special VIP 
treat by Thandi Woolridge following their victory 
at the CWSNF Football Tournament back in 

March.  The students were lucky to have their own exclusive capsule to observe London’s 
iconic landscape and also enjoy some delicious cupcakes on their 30 minute experience.   

Mr Kennedy & Mrs Visioli  



Important Notice: 

The Abbey School Procedures for Lockdown (Shelter in Place) 

Lockdown/ shelter in place procedures are a sensible and proportionate response to any external or internal 

incident which has the potential to pose a threat to the safety of staff and pupils in the school. Procedures 

aim to minimise disruption to the learning environment whilst ensuring the safety of all pupils and staff.  

Lockdown / shelter in place procedures may be activated in response to any number of situations, but some 

of the more typical might be: 

 

 A reported incident/civil disturbance in the local community (with the potential to pose a risk to 
staff and pupils in the school). 

 An intruder on the school site (with the potential to pose a risk to staff and pupils). 

 A warning being received regarding a risk locally, of air pollution (smoke plume, gas cloud, etc) or 
chemical, biological or radiological contaminants. 

 A major fire in the vicinity of the school. 

 The close proximity of a dangerous dog roaming loose 
 

It would not be appropriate to share full details of the plans that have been devised as this could compromise their 

potential effectiveness, however, we would like to make you aware of the fact that the plans are in place, that staff  

receive related training and that we will be conducting unannounced practice drills involving the students.  

In the event of an actual lockdown, the school will try to ensure any incident or development is 

communicated to parents as soon as is practicable via Parentmail. It is obvious that parents/carers will be 

concerned but please be reassured that the school understands your concern for your child’s welfare, and 

that it is doing everything possible to ensure his/her safety.  

 Do not contact the school. Calling the school could tie up telephone lines that are required for 

contacting emergency support providers. 

 Do not come to the school. This could interfere with emergency support provider’s access to the 

school and may even put you and others in danger. 

 Wait for the school to contact you about when it is safe to collect the children, and where this will 

be from. 

 If the lockdown continues beyond school hours, the emergency services, local authorities and 

voluntary sector organisations will work together to co-ordinate support to parents/carers 

including setting up a reception centre for friends and family outside of the lockdown area, where 

appropriate. 

 

N.B: In a full lockdown situation, the switchboard and entrances will be un-manned, 

external doors locked and nobody will be allowed in or out. 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDUCATIONAL WELFARE SERVICE 

“Just to remind parents/carers that if they take their child out of school without 

authorisation for 5 or more days, they will be liable to receive penalty notices. Currently, the 

amount payable under a penalty notice is £60.00 payable within 21 days, rising to £120.00 if 

paid within 21- 28 days. If the penalty notice is not paid within 28 days, the Local Authority 

will consider a prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Please note that Penalty Notices are 

issued per parent/carer per child, so a family with 2 parents/carers and 2 children will 

receive 4 penalty notices.” 


