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Year 9 Residential 2019 
 

On Wednesday 5th June, 11 of our Year 9 students along with 

Miss Barkess, Mr Molloy and Miss Parker, headed to PGL 

Marchants Hill near Hindhead for a fun-filled 3 days.  

For some of our students it was their first time staying away 

from home and for many they would be trying out some 

different activities and encountering new experiences.  

On arrival we met our allocated PGL guide, Michael, who went through our programme of activities whilst 

we had lunch and entertained ourselves playing various games on the field.  It was good to see that we 

would be spending time with such an enthusiastic group of students.   

During our time, students got to participate in a range of activities: low ropes course, archery, zip wire, 

team sports, fencing, Jacob’s ladder, challenge course, problem solving and 

abseiling.  Students were fantastic at supporting and encouraging each other, 

and a few realised they had some skills they were not even aware of.  I think 

the staff team would agree that the fencing and challenge course were the 

most popular with all students (and staff!). The weather was mostly good to 

us, though the torrential downpour during our last morning was very much 

‘character-building’! 

Luckily we were well fed, as we certainly needed lots of energy to keep us going.  

We all looked forward to our meals and this was an ideal opportunity for students 

to develop their social skills as well as tea-making skills.  It was also a pleasure 

to see Louis, who left the Abbey last July, and is now working with the catering 

team at Marchants Hill.  

Although we were only there a relatively short time, there was a jam-packed 

schedule and students really made the most of their time.  They were a pleasure 

to take away and hope they came away with some great memories.  

Miss Barkess, Assistant Headteacher 

Kid’s Day Out & Albury Estate Trips for Year 7 
A group of Year 7s enjoyed the annual Kids Day Out at the 

army rugby ground in Aldershot thanks to local Rotary 

clubs who offer this free day every year. The range of 

entertainments provided included a bouncy castle, 

fairground rides, a disco, face-painting, farm 

animals, a miniature railway and various sideshows. 

Another group of Year 7 students had a day out at the Countryside Day for Schools 

at The Albury Estate near Guildford. Activities there included visiting the trout 

fisheries; a dog handling demonstration, bee keeping, tree felling and mini-beast 

handling.   
 

KS4 5 a side tournament at Wimbledon 
The Abbey KS4 5 a side football teams had a fantastic day out last week, 

taking part in the Surrey Special Schools 5 a side competition at Wimbledon. 

In what was to be the last opportunity for the Year 11’s to represent the 

school at this tournament, the two teams had mixed results, with the 2nd 

(Green) Team winning one game, drawing one game and losing four in 

League 1, and the 1st (Black) Team winning four, drawing one and losing 

just one game, in the Premiership.  

This last set of results from the 1st team, was particularly impressive, 

considering they played against some very big and very skilled opposition. Along 

with the superb results, the behaviour of all involved was once again excellent, 

and all pupils were a credit to the school.  Mr A Jackson, Sports Teacher 



Exam Season at The Abbey 
In common with students in schools up and down the country, our students have 
been sitting exams and tests this term. Every year, all students undertake 

standardised assessments in Maths, Reading and Spelling. Some of these tests 
are paper-based and some are online. The results of these assessments are 
shared with you at their Annual Review meetings and in their reports. This is one 

of the ways we monitor student progress over time.  
Teacher Assessments are also widely used 

on an on-going basis throughout the year. Teacher 
assessments are recorded using star charts and reported 
using the SOLAR system with which you will be familiar 

with from Annual Review and Parent:teacher 
consultation meetings.  

 
Year 11 students have also been working towards accreditation in a range of 
Entry Level and Functional Skills qualifications. We are extremely proud of 

their mature and determined approach to achieving the best levels they can. 
A small number of students, with extra support from Miss Sexton for English 

and Mrs Baverstock for Maths, have even been able to sit GCSE exams.  

Our students have all worked extremely hard and we wish them every success. 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Qualifying Expedition 
The last week before Half-Term saw the year 11 

DofE team undertake their assessed journey for 

completion of their Bronze DofE award. Having 

completed their volunteering, physical and skills 

elements of the award. This journey saw the team 

set out as 2 groups from the school to a campsite 

some 11 Kilometres away. Having planned their 

routes and practised camp craft and navigation 

skills they set out carrying everything they would 

need for the 2 days. Although accompanied by a member of staff, each team acted independently with 

no adult intervention. They completed their first day in high spirits and quickly set up camp where they 

cooked dinner, played games and then settled for a night out under the stars. The next day saw the 

teams rise early to a glorious sunny day, they had breakfast, collapsed their campsite, packed their bags 

and continued on their journey of 7 kilometres to meet at Frensham Little Pond. 

 

Throughout their journey, they were met by their 

Assessor who was keen to see a strong sense of 

teamwork, responsibility for the countryside and 

individual achievement in conquering the challenge. 

Following an extremely successful practice journey the 

teams developed into even stronger and effective teams 

who thoroughly impressed their assessor over the 

entire 2 days, culminating in the pass for all of their 

Bronze DofE expedition module. All the students should 

be extremely proud of their individual and team efforts 

in completing this challenge and showing how 

successful they are in looking after themselves and each 

other in the great outdoors. 

“I am pleased to let you know The Abbey School DofE students have had a successful qualifying expedition over 

the last two days. We don’t talk about pass or fail within DofE but the students were keen to know whether they 
had passed and the answer to that is a resounding ‘Yes!’ 
The students were challenged and, at times, several found the journey very hard going.  Each student had 
individual anxieties or needs but the overriding theme amongst them was one of team work and care – a joy to 
see.  They have been well trained and briefed and were given clear and easy to follow instructions about what was 
expected of them.You can be very proud of the students and also the whole team that have encouraged them to 
this successful and happy outcome- Well done to The Abbey School.”                       

Sarah Williamson, Duke of Edinburgh 



Sports Day – Wednesday 17th July 2019 

We look forward to welcoming 
parents/carers and other family 

members to this year’s sports day. 
Refreshments will be available in the School 

Hall from 10:30a.m and the sports events will 

start at 11a.m. 

There will be a break for everyone to share a 

picnic lunch on the field (visitors should bring 

their own packed lunches) before the 

presentation of medals. 

We hope that everyone will stay to join in with 

or watch the fun and games in the afternoon. 

During the day, the Business Enterprise group 

will be selling hanging baskets which they have 

planted and the Friends of The Abbey will hold 

a small raffle and make the summer draw for 

the 50:50 Club. 

Eagle Radiothon 

Eagle Radio hosted a 12 hour ‘Radiothon’ on Friday 24th June 
as part of a campaign to raise £40,000 for local charity, Phyllis 

Tuckwell, which this year celebrates its 40th anniversary. They 
also staged an auction and invited donations for playing 
favourite songs and via a Just Giving page  

www.justgiving.com/campaign/PT40 

The idea is to raise enough money to help fund one of the Phyllis Tuckwell nurses, who help 
to provide supportive and compassionate end of life care in the local community for adult 
patients and families who are living with an advanced or terminal illness, such as cancer. 

Eagle are really trying to rally the local community to 

come together for a great cause and asked schools across 
Surrey and North East Hampshire if they would be willing 

to put on a mufti day to raise money for this amazing local 
charity which has touched so many people in our 
community.  

Abbey families have always got behind the annual ‘Reindeer Run’ fundraising appeal for this 
important cause so we were confident that they would want help with this one. Between them 
students and staff raised just over £160 from the non-uniform day. The students were very 

excited to receive a visit from Jackie and Kimberley from Eagle Radio who came to the school 
on Friday afternoon to collect their donations in person. 

Staff Training 

On the INSET day on Monday 3rd June staff training included: 

 Whole staff briefing on the outcome of Key Stage 3 curriculum review 
undertaken before half term 

 Sensory Breaks training  
 FLOW Learning training delivered by Mark Sharman from WMAT 

 Boccolam medication administration training 
 Colour Works workshop – a personnel development programme 

http://www.justgiving.com/campaign/PT40


 

Connor lands a spectacular catch 

On an overnight fishing expedition near Badshot Lea with 

his Dad, Connor in Year 11 caught a magnificent 28lb 2oz 
carp. 

They say “the early bird catches the worm” but this was a 
case of the early fisherman catching the fish – Connor 
tells us this happened at 5:30 in the morning! 

The fish, pictured here, was safely returned to the water 
to challenge anglers in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Yesterday, whilst I was working at PGL, I saw Mr Molloy and  
Miss Barkess queueing for dinner in the dining room.  

I was so thrilled to have seen them!  

I have been enjoying my work in the catering department at PGL Marchant’s Hill  
for the past 8 months. 

I am currently on their apprenticeship (full time) and I always get on really well with  
most of my colleagues/chefs and most of the time, it is busy! 

My role is cleaning up tables, making sure that the schools are having a great time  
and also washing up the plates by putting them through the dishwasher. 

 I sometimes make mistakes but that is what happens in work. 

I really am enjoying it and hope to see you soon!  
              All the best, Louis (ex-student)  

 

 
 

 

 

Children With Special Needs Foundation 

Annual Fun Fair 

“We had a lovely afternoon in the 

sun and were very grateful to 

CWSNF for the free tickets” 

                                                

                                                        Ray’s Mum 


