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Key Stage 4 Residential 2019: Tirabad 

 

At the beginning of the term, 23 KS4 students travelled to Tirabad in North Wales to undertake a week of Outdoor and 

Adventurous activities.  There was much anticipation in the weeks leading up to the trip, especially with the Y11 

students who had been on the trip the previous year and were very much looking forward to it. 

The day finally arrived, and whilst some of the students 

felt a little nervous, once on the coach everyone was 

excited to get to the centre.  A few hours (and many 

renditions of ‘Sweet Caroline’) later The Abbey School 

arrived at the Tirabad Outdoor Education Centre.  There 

was no time to lose as once the students had dropped 

off their luggage in their rooms they were off on a walk 

into the forest.  Some took the intrepid ‘off the beaten 

track’ route whilst others preferred a more sedate pace 

on the forest fire tracks. 

 

Everyone had been given a designated duty group that took it in turns to do everyday duties 

such as laying the table, serving food, clearing away and washing up!  So after an early start it 

was time to lay the table and after a hearty fried breakfast the students were told what they 

would be doing each day.  Washing up done and lunch made, the students set off in their 

activity groups in the minibuses for the day. 

 

Over the next few days the students undertook a variety of outdoor pursuits, 

including archery, climbing, canoeing and Problem Solving.  At the end of each day 

there was a story to tell about people overcoming fears or going for a swim in the 

canal.  Once dinner had been served, and more washing up, everyone gathered in 

the common room to socialise, or play games such as table tennis, table football 

or Uno.  On Wednesday evening the staff were treated to some excellent acts during the now annual, ‘Tirabad’s got 

Talent’ where Oliver won over the judges with his excellent jokes.  On Thursday evening a Disco and more Sweet 

Caroline!! 

 

On Friday we said good bye to the centre staff and boarded to coach to come home.  More Sweet Caroline ensued but 

before we knew it we arrived in Farnham safe sound albeit a little tired from the week’s exploits.  Overall this was an 

excellent trip that we are very much looking forward to next year. 

Mr Gregory (KS4 Lead) 

Hanging Baskets £20 each 
 
The KS4 Business Enterprise group is now selling their own, handmade 
hanging baskets for £20 each (cash only). The profits will be shared 
between charities nominated by the Business Enterprise students in 
the group. 
 
We had a member of Farnham Town Council join us last week for a 
tutorial about plants, fertiliser, water retention crystals, compost and 
how to arrange the plants according to size and variety, trailing or not, 
etc. 

Mrs Gardiner (Assistant Headteacher) 



The Abbey’s Got Talent  
 

Tarmim in Year 11 had a bright idea for a House 
competition at The Abbey, a talent show, so he took 
it to the House Captains’ meeting as the rep for 
Jupiter, where it was discussed with the other House 
Captains. They agreed to ask Mrs Currie to organise 
the competition. She asked Mr Jackson and the 
members of the school leadership team for their 
permission.  
Mrs Horton was easily persuaded to mastermind the 
production and Max Fulham, a favourite with 
students at The Abbey, volunteered to support the 
whole project. We are very grateful to Max for giving 
up his time to come into school over the past few 
weeks to help the production team prepare, advise 
on direction and provide tips during rehearsals. 

 
The whole school watched the show, all the acts were superb, received lots of support from the audience and positive 
feedback from the judges - we weren’t sure whether Simon Cowell, Amanda Holden and Alesha Dixon would be 
available at short notice, so the Abbey’s own Mr Gregory, Mrs Price and Mrs Currie were the obvious stand-ins! 
 
Megan (Year 10), singing Tightrope from The Greatest Showman, was a universally popular choice as the winner of 
The Abbey’s Got Talent and awarded 10 points for her house, Jupiter. Annabelle, Cameron, Connor A and Seb reprised 
part of the dance routine from the Rock Challenge performance featuring What Now? by Rihanna and came second. 
Tarmim managed a splendid rendition of Whole New World from Aladdin, as well as his role behind the scenes, and 
was another deserved runner-up. The runners-up all get 5 House points each. 

 

House Charity Fundraiser: SATURN 
 

Wednesday 5th June 
 

If your child is in Saturn, please send in cakes, biscuits and other 
goodies for them to sell to all students & staff 

 
Saturn are raising money for Whale & Dolphin Conservation    https://uk.whales.org 

 

Form 
Student of the 

Half Term 

Citation 

3A Nathan For always being cheerful, positive and kind 

3B John For excellent work in English. Showing independence & maturity. Coping well when changes happen. 

Showing great improvement and confidence in swimming skill. Being witty & funny. Presenting skills in 

‘show and tell’. Being interested in the world. Consistent great behaviour. 

3C Ethan For calm and mature behaviour in lessons and around the school 

3D Sonny For supporting his friends and always being considerate of others 

3E Manel For always being positive, cheerful and keeping the tutor group laughing 

3F Sam For an improved attitude to learning, for being polite and for being helpful. 

4W Connor H For consistently trying hard in all subjects. For being incredibly helpful  

and for his contribution to the school community 

4X Oliver A For working hard and studying for his exams.  

For being happy and positive about everything. 

4Y Tarmim For organising the talent show and always being so polite  

and enthusiastic in lessons 

4Z Tom For working really hard in his lessons and being a good friend  

by offering helpful advice. 

https://uk.whales.org/


Annual Family Fun Day & BBQ: 
Sunday 7th July 12 noon to 3 p.m  

 

Ways you can help 
 

Book your tickets early so we know how many to expect  
 
Volunteer to help set up/on a stall or the BBQ/clear away 
 
If you have an idea for an entertainment, activity or game, let us know 
 

There will be a non-uniform day on Friday 28th June – please 
send in bottles and jars for the tombola 
 
Bake or buy something for the cake stall 
(bring it on the day or send in to school on 
Friday 5th July)  

 
Contact The Friends: via the school office 01252 725059 / enquiries@abbey.surrey.sch.uk  

 

Next Friends Committee Meeting: Monday 17th June @ 6:30p.m. – all welcome 
 

We need a new Treasurer 
 

Tim, who is the parent of a student who left the school 2 years ago, has 
done a fantastic job as treasurer since the relaunch of the Friends. We 
can’t thank him enough for everything he has done, especially as he no 
longer has a child at the school. However, he has an increasing number of 
commitments elsewhere and really needs to hand over the reins from the 
beginning of the new academic year. 

 
There is usually only one main committee meeting per term (generally in the early 
evening) and 3 main events in the year (Bingo Night, Quiz Night and the BBQ). There 
are floats to organise, money raised to count, expenses to pay, financial summaries 
to prepare, bank statements to check and cheques to write for the donations to 
school agreed by the committee.  
 

You do not need to be a financial expert or qualified accountant just to be prepared 
to spare a little time to help at a time that is convenient for you. The Friends of The 
Abbey raise around £4,000 to £6,000 per year to spend on extras for the students at 
the school (this year is set to be a record breaker). It does make the job easier if you 
have access to a computer with Word/Excel or similar.  

 
If you would like to take this on, please contact the school. Tim will be happy to show you 
the ropes and you could ‘shadow’ him to see exactly what the role of the treasurer is for an 
event like the BBQ. Do please contact the school office who can put you in touch with Tim 
to tell you more about it.  

mailto:enquiries@abbey.surrey.sch.uk


Staff Training 
Because of the enforced school closure to accommodate the polling for the European elections yesterday, 
we had to close the school to students for safeguarding reasons. Unfortunately, the school was notified 
about this too late for us to cancel one of the INSET days already planned for this academic year.  
Staff used the time to: 

 carry out a major review of the Key Stage 3 curriculum 

 evaluate the resources for each subject  

 undertake ASD awareness training 

 and for new year 7 planning/preparation and visits to other schools  
 
The Year 11 students who are working towards their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award, went ahead with 
their assessed expedition as planned. 
 

Next academic year (2019-2020), we will be holding 2 INSET days before the official SCC 
autumn term start date: 
 

 INSET Days:   Monday 2nd September & Tuesday 3rd September 2019 

 BACK TO SCHOOL:  Wednesday 4th September 2019 

 Autumn Half Term:  Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November 2019 

 Christmas Holidays:  Monday 23rd December 2019 – Friday 3rd January 2020 

 BACK TO SCHOOL:  Monday 6th January 2020 

 Spring Half Term:   Monday 17th – Friday 21st February 2020 

 INSET Day:    Friday 13th March 2020 

 Easter Holidays:   Monday 6th April – Friday 17th April 2020 

 BACK TO SCHOOL:  Monday 20th April 2020 

 Bank Holiday:   Monday 4th May 2020 

 Summer Half Term:  Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 2020 

 INSET Day:    Monday 1st June 2020 

 LAST DAY OF TERM:  Friday 17th July 2020 
N.B. If there are any elections scheduled for Thursday 7th May 2020 or on any other term date for which 

The Abbey is directed for use as a polling station, the school will be closed to students, and we will advise 
you accordingly, as soon as possible. 

 

Dates for your diary for the rest of academic year 2018-19 

Mon 27th – Fri 31st May 2019  Half-Term  (no early closing on Friday 24th) 

Monday 3rd June  INSET Day (School closed to students) 

5th-6th June  Year 9 Residential 

Thursday 13th June 4:30-6:30p.m. SCC Preparation for Adulthood event at The Abbey 

Thursday 27th June 2019  
Year 11 leavers’ Record of Achievement 

presentation/Prom 

Friday 28th June 2019  Last day of school for Year 11 students 

Monday 1st – Friday 5th July 2019  Year 10 Work Experience Week 

Tuesday 2nd & Wednesday 3rd July   Induction Days for New Students starting in September  

Sunday 7th July 2019  Friends of The Abbey Family Fun Day & BBQ 

Wednesday 17th July 2019  Sports Day 

Wednesday 24th July 2019 1:50p.m. 
Last Day of Term for Students 
School closes early at 1:50p.m. 


