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 Violas in the growing wall at the front of the school  

                planted by the gardening club 

Spring Term @ The Abbey 
I am writing this having just spent a wonderful evening at the Medici Theatre, Weydon School where 
The Abbey took second place in the annual Farnham's Got Talent (FGT) competition! Our school 
choir sang Only Human by Rag'n'Bone Man in front of a packed audience, including some very proud 
Abbey parents. Our students were superb, singing with great rhythm, tune and enthusiasm whilst 
Manel (yr8) and Ellen (yr9) were also brilliant in their roles as comperes. A special mention must go 
to Mrs Shead Jones who worked tirelessly in the build up to this event to ensure that it was the 
success it was. The highlight of the evening for both me and Mrs Gardiner (besides coming second!) 
was meeting 'Breakfast Bev' from Eagle radio in real life! Mrs Gardiner was in awe for a good few 
minutes. Breakfast Bev was one of the three judges and has promised me she will give The Abbey 
a mention on the radio over the next few days so do listen out! She has also said we can take 
students down to Eagle radio anytime for a look around so watch this space on that one. 
 

FGT rounded off a really successful term and was a fitting end. We have won 
both special school football tournaments over the past few weeks, held our first 
year 7 sleepover (more about that later on in the newsletter), once again taken 
all 108 of our students to Waterstones for World Book Week and had a 
planetarium visit our school hall. We also had a comprehensive external audit 
of our safeguarding procedures this week where we came out very well, the 
consultant who carried it out felt we remain ‘Outstanding’ in this area and left 
saying what a 'cracking school' we had. Feedback from you as parents and 
carers about our school has been extremely positive so thank you for all of the 
feedback you gave us at the recent parents’ evenings.  
 
Teacher recruitment for next September has gone exceptionally well with some very strong appointments made. Clearly we have a 
very good reputation in the local community and beyond. We continue to receive very positive comments from prospective parents 
who visit the school with the vast majority of them wanting their son or daughter to get a place with us. We also have a waiting list for 
all other year groups and will continue to be oversubscribed next year. Links with the other schools in WMAT are growing stronger 
each week and I am beginning to see many of the things that I hoped would happen take place. If you have any suggestions or ideas 
as to how we can further improve our school please do let me or another member of the leadership team know as we are always 
keen to hear. 
 
Early next term we have some of our year 10 and 11 students going to Tirabad in North Wales for an activity and adventure week 
which they are eagerly looking forward to and in June Miss Barkess is taking a group of our year nine students to Marchants Hill PGL 
centre in Haslemere. We have the year 11 prom to look forward to in June as well as sports day and the FOTAS summer BBQ at the 
end of term. The recent FOTAS quiz was an enormous success and I would like to thank Mrs Nash, Ms Woollins and the Stephen 
family for all they did to organise it as well as the wider FOTAS team. These events raise such valuable funds for our students. If you 
would like to join the FOTAS team do let a member of staff know as we could really do with some new members.  
 
Please do monitor your child's use of the internet and social networking apps/messaging services as much as you can. We have had 
a number of incidents recently where students have got into difficulties online or misused the technology, this has then caused further 
problems in school. We have also been made aware of adults trying to befriend children online or in group chats by misleading them 
and we need to do all we can to prevent this from happening and keep our children safe. There will be an E-safety evening next term 
which I hope as many of you as possible can attend. 
 
Whatever you are doing over Easter I hope you have a lovely time and get to enjoy some Spring sunshine. I look forward to seeing 
you all next term!   
Best wishes, 

David Jackson   Form 3C on Red Nose Day  
Mrs Smith and the students raised  

nearly £360 for Comic Relief                 

BACK TO SCHOOL: TUESDAY 23RD APRIL 



A group of very lucky students were invited by Surrey Arts to 

attend a singing workshop at The Guildford School of Acting 

(GSA) at Surrey University and then watch some of the GSA 

students perform in a professional production of ‘Shrek The 

Musical’ at the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre in the afternoon. 

The students had a singing workshop with the musical director of Shrek and also met some of the cast. This was in The 

Ivy Theatre at the Guildford School of Acting - one of the top drama colleges in the country.  

We then went to The Yvonne Arnaud Theatre for the performance. Watching the students’ faces 
was a joy - they were all so well behaved! We then joined in with the finale, from our seats, which 
was great fun! The students were excellent, as ever, and returned tired but full the joys of Shrek! 
This trip was organised by Surrey Arts and Alison Wriggly so we are very thankful to her as the cost 
of the day was met by them. 
A big thank you also to Mrs Carter for volunteering to come with us and to Mr Kennedy for driving. 
                     Mrs Shead-Jones (Music Lead) 

 

KS4 Media class field trip to the Royal 

Horticultural Society (RHS) 

garden at Wisley 

  
 

World Autism Awareness Week 

For more information and details of services and support, 

visit the National Autistic Society website: 

www.autism.org.uk  
 

Gatwick Airport have opened a sensory room in the North Terminal for passengers with hidden disabilities 

like Autism. Many airlines offer priority boarding for families travelling with autistic children. Please let us 

know of other service providers offering this sort of support so we can share the details with other 

parents/carers. There will be an area on the new school website dedicated to supporting those with ASDs. 

Abbey Business Enterprise supports Muslim Aid, Diabetes UK & PTH 

The students in the KS4 Business Enterprise group selected 3 charities to 

receive a share of the profits they made from the tuck shop and hanging 

basket ventures they launched last year. The UK based Muslim Aid 

organisation helps communities and refugees at home and abroad with 91p in every £1 donated going 

directly to programmes worldwide. It was particularly poignant that the students received a certificate of 

thanks for their £56 donation in the days immediately preceding the terrible events in New Zealand. 

www.diabetes.org.uk The students also decided to give 

£56 to Diabetes UK who support 4.6 million people with the 

condition providing information, advice and research funding. The 

final third of the group’s charitable giving went to the Phyllis 

Tuckwell Hospice here in Farnham.  

The non-uniform day at the end of the autumn term raised £77 for the RSPCA 

http://www.autism.org.uk/
http://www.diabetes.org.uk/


Year 7 Sleepover 
 
We had our first ever official Abbey Sleepover last 
Friday. Many parents were worried about their 
children staying over. Some said it would be their first 
night without them, some worried about changes to 
routines and some highlighted that they had never 
been to a sleepover before...so it was all worthwhile 
because they were all brilliant!!  
 
There were many highlights but especially pupils who 
were not sure about coming and then deciding to stay 
the entire sleepover...this was a big step for them!  
 
Thank you to Harry for making sure he brought the Grinch video. Thank you to Miss Burke for setting up the 
cabin - it looked great except for the insects flying in!! We enjoyed every minute for so many different 
reasons and feel pleased we were able to have this event. The impact is that they have all been a part of 
something that they will hopefully remember for a long time and that it has bought them closer together. 
Also - we had the whole school to ourselves. 
 
What we will remember is:- the snoring, the squeaky air beds, the motion sensor lights going on and off, the 
movie night with popcorn and the brownies we made with Mrs Phipps and Mr Minifie; the hot chocolate 
with Mrs Gardiner; the treasure hunt Miss Sexton made; the rounders and Tai Chi with Mr Molloy...and 
above all the excellent Year 7s!!! It was such a team effort and it was a joy to see the children all enjoying 
themselves and laughing so much.                                                    Mr Vadi 
 

Speech and Language Therapy 
This term we introduced the school to ‘Colourful Semantics’. This is a system designed to support spoken and 

written language learning across the curriculum. Colourful Semantics focuses on the meaning of the words and this 

is made colourful by breaking down and colour-coding different parts of a sentence.  

The core colours are: 

Who = Orange 

What = Green  

What Doing = Yellow 

Where = Blue 

e.g. Lindsay is creating sentences at The Abbey 

In the classroom, the teachers are using Colourful Semantics 

This will be used to support learning in all lessons, as it can be adapted for students of all abilities.  

Look out for more information in the next newsletter. 

The Speech and Language Therapy Team (Judith, Hope and Lindsay) 

Friends of The Abbey Family Fun Day & 

BBQ 

Sunday 7th July 

12 – 3 pm 

Winners of the spring term 50:50 club draw:  
1st Mrs Brinkworth (£24) / 2nd Dr & Mrs Bullock (£16) / 3rd Mr Rose (£8) 



Surrey ASC team now have a Twitter account @SurreyDN  for anyone in 
Surrey with a disability or mental health issue, as well as their family and 
others who provide care and support, or for those working with people 
who have a disability or mental health issue. 
On their Twitter stream you’ll find lots of interesting, relevant and timely 
posts, including details of:  

 local groups and services as well as events they 
are running 

 news items 
 health related items and useful tips 
 and much more… 

  

Simply start your online shopping at 

www.thegivingmachine.co.uk 

nominate The Abbey as your chosen cause and give money to the 

school for FREE!!!! 

FREE TICKETS 
Children With Special Needs Foundation 

ANNUAL FUN FAIR 2019 
Frimley Lodge Park, Frimley Green 
Saturday 1st June - 11a.m. to 1p.m. 

 

FREE tickets are available for special needs students and their families. 

As in previous years, the fun fair rides that are open are free,  

but there is a charge for the side shows if you choose to use them. 

Sponsored by The Davis & Family 

 
Please use the ticket application form below, but please only order tickets if you intend to use them 

because there were a lot of “no shows” last year and the sponsors were, naturally, disappointed.  

The charity has asked us to remind families not to request additional tickets through school if they 

have already been invited individually by the charity.  Tickets are not transferable. 

 

Deadline for application for tickets: Thursday 3rd May 

 

Fun Fair Tickets Application  
FAO: School Office by Wednesday 1st May 

 
I would like (insert number) _____ tickets for my child(ren) to attend the Children with Special Needs 

Foundation’s Annual Fun Fair at Frimley Lodge Park on Saturday 1st June.  

I understand that neither the CWSNF, nor the Davis family, accept any liability whatsoever and that 

children must be accompanied by an adult who is totally responsible for the children. 

 
Signed: _____________________________________________ Date: _____________ 
 
 
Student’s Name: ______________________________________ Form: _____________ 
 

 

https://twitter.com/SurreyDN
http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/

