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Book Week 

 
 

 

On Thursday this week (5th March) the students celebrated World Book Day in the traditional way by coming to school 

dressed as favourite book characters. Several staff also dressed up for the day. Thanks to everyone who went to the 

trouble of putting costumes together – many were very ingenious and several were a challenge to guess. 

This was the highlight of a whole week with a focus on the importance of reading and the lifelong pleasure it offers. 

There was an introductory assembly on Monday, special activities in T20, visits to the book shop and a ‘decorate the 

classroom door competition’ all co-ordinated by Head of English, Mr Clyde. Students made their own books, shared 

stories and brought in books they had finished with to swap. 

Headteacher Update 

Only four weeks of the spring term remain – how on earth has that happened so quickly?! We haven’t even had 

snow yet - although we did on the recent ski trip which was an enormous success! I do hope you enjoyed reading 

about it in the previous newsletter and if you haven’t looked at the photos on the school website they are well worth 

a view. The students were an absolute delight to take skiing for the week and it was, as always, a real privilege to be 

able to do this as Headteacher.  

This week has been particularly busy and full with all the World Book Day activities superbly organised by Mr Clyde. 

Next week we have our GOALS football trips and the week after it’s Farnham’s Got Talent - one of my absolute 

favourite school events.  

I hope as many of you as possible are able to make our forthcoming parent evenings to discuss your child’s progress. 

We also have a coffee morning on Wed 18th March focusing on strategies to manage and alleviate anxiety and our 

Primary Mental Health Worker; Sandra Hooper, will be on hand to answer any queries. Feedback from parents and 

carers that have attended previous coffee mornings has been very positive so do try to attend if you can.  

Please be reassured that we are following all the advice and guidance from the Government and Public Health 

England on COVID-19. The crucial point is good personal hygiene; handwashing and the sensible use of tissues for 

coughs and sneezes. We are reminding students of this at every opportunity in school and supporting them where 

needed.   

Do enjoy the weekend – hopefully rain free! I have given up sugar for Lent so am already counting down the days to 

the Easter weekend!           Best wishes, David Jackson  



Parent : Teacher Consultation Meetings 

Key Stage 3: Tuesday 17th March 

Key Stage 4: Thursday 26th March 

Bookings via Parentmail open Tuesday 10th March 
In response to feedback from parents and carers, we are trialling a different format this 

term. There will be separate evenings for Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 and you will need 

to book appointments online using Parentmail, as usual. Your feedback will be very 

important and we expect to have to make some modifications following this pilot. 

As requested, you will be offered appointments with more teachers of a greater range of 

subjects, but not with your child’s Form Tutor (unless they happen to teach them another 

subject, which is often the case). Form Tutor meetings took place in the autumn term, you 

will meet them at your child’s annual review and can speak to them face to face or over 

the phone at any time if there are any matters you would like to discuss.  

In addition there are appointments available with our Speech & Language Therapists (any KS3 parents can make appointments to 

learn more about the S&LT delivered across the school to all students) and with our Literacy Support specialist Mrs S Smith, as 

well as drop-in sessions offered by Mrs Storey from the Student/Family Support Team and Mrs Hooper, our Primary Mental Health 

Worker. For Year 9 parents there will be a presentation about the Options subjects their child can choose from for KS4 and Miss 

Burke will be offering an e-safety/IT clinic on the KS4 evening for your internet and social media queries. 

We really hope that the parents/carers of all students will be able to attend. Please contact the school office if there are any 

barriers to your being able to attend as we may be able to help.  

New Disabled Toilets 

Following the complete redevelopment of the toilets for students in Key Stage 

3 (Years 7, 8, &9), the refurbishment of the Key Stage 4 and visitor disabled 

toilet is now complete. Part of this stage of the project included the provision 

of a new gents’ toilet for members of staff so that the old gents (in the 

reception area) can become a unisex facility for the exclusive use of parents & 

carers, visitors to the school and guests. The existing ladies’ toilets will be ‘staff 

only’. 

No expense was spared for the grand opening ceremony, and, having carried 

out a careful inspection, one of our Year 9 students, Leo, declared that the new 

disabled facility is “very nice”. 

Inter-House UNO Competition 

UNO Club 

Thursday 

Lunchtimes 

Room 22 

 

INSET Day 

Friday 13th March 2020 



Term Time Absences including Illness or Medical Appointments 

As you know, it is the responsibility of parents and carers to notify the school if their child needs to be 

unavoidably absent on a school day.  

Type of 
Absence/Request 

Notice Period Form Available Evidence Required to 
Authorise the Absence 

Medical, dental or 
therapy appointment 

As soon as the 
appointment is 

booked or confirmed 
(so we can plan to 

minimise what your 
child misses) 

 

Appointment letter or 
card, email or text 

confirmation or copy of 
follow-up report/plan 

Sickness absence 

Please contact the 
school office by 

9:30a.m. on every day 
of absence 

For absences of more than a 
few days, a medical evidence 

from GP request form is 
available to download from 
the school website (parents 

and carers/letters and 
forms)* 

Completed medical 
evidence from GP 
form*,  hospital 

admission letter, A&E 
attendance or 

discharge record 

Term time holiday or 
special leave of 

absence request 

Minimum 2 weeks in 
advance 

Leave of absence (LOA) 
during term time request 
form available from the 

school office 

Full details of the 
exceptional 

circumstances to be 
considered by the 

headteacher 
 

* We would definitely need one of these forms completed for an absence of more than a few days before we would 

be able to authorise a student’s sickness absence. Please take an evidence slip available from the school website 

https://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/1239/letters-forms whenever you take your child to see the GP, or another 

medical professional, and ask them to record their advice about school attendance.  

 

Advice from the Speech & Language 

Therapists 

Taking turns is an important social skill for children to develop, 

both for playing with peers and participating in conversation. 

Some children find this very difficult - they may not know what 

to say, when to take their turn, or may dominate a conversation. 

Practising turn-taking games at home can help children develop 

this skill as they learn to predict whose turn it is and to wait for 

theirs. Some ideas are: 

 I went to the shops and I bought…  - Each person has a turn to say ‘I went to the shops and I bought….they 

then have to wait their turn whilst listening very carefully to what each person has said so they can 

remember each item. 

 Pass it on - Take turns to pass an object round the circle and say something about it.  

Children must listen very carefully and wait their turn to ensure they don’t talk over anyone or repeat 

somebody’s answer (this also supports good listening!) 

 Any commercial family board game – these are great for practising turn-taking and having fun together. 

Please ask a member of the SLT team if you would like any further ideas for activities to support turn-taking in 

conversation. 

https://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/1239/letters-forms


Family Games & Fun Quiz Night 

Kids v Grown-ups 

Friday 20th March doors open at 6:30p.m. 
Tickets are £5 per person including a picnic 

platter (sandwiches/crisps/cake) 
ORDER YOUR TICKETS USING THE FORM BELOW. 

THIS REALLY IS PLANNED AS A FUN EVENT – NO DIFFICULT/TRICK QUESTIONS & NOBODY WILL BE PUT ON THE 

SPOT!!!! COME ALONG AND HAVE A GO IN MIXED TEAMS AT SOME OF THE CHALLENGES & MEET OTHER FAMILIES 

FOTAS Family Games & Fun Quiz Night – Friday 20th March 

No of adults: __________________ No of students/kids: ______________________ 

I enclose £__________________ cash/cheque made payable to The Friends of The Abbey 

School (delete as applicable). Tickets are £5 each. 

 

Your Name: ________________________________________________ 

 

Student Name: ________________________________ Form: ________________  

Please provide details of any allergies or special dietary requirements (e.g. vegetarian) for members of your family/group.  
Thank you. 

 

FREE TICKETS for special needs students and their families 
From the Children With Special Needs Foundation 

ANNUAL FUN FAIR 2020 Sponsored by The Davis Family 
Frimley Lodge Park, Frimley Green, Saturday 23rd May - 11a.m. to 1p.m. 

Rides are free but there will be a charge for sideshows 

PETTING FARM & REPTILE SHOW 
United Reform church, Woking, Tuesday 26th – Friday 29th May 

Admission is free but there will be a nominal charge for the ferris wheel & helter skelter 

Please use the ticket application form below, but please only order tickets if you intend to use them 

because there were a lot of “no shows” last year and the sponsors were, naturally, disappointed.  

The charity has asked us to remind families not to request additional tickets through school if they have 

already been invited individually by the charity.  Tickets are not transferable. 

 

Fun Fair & Petting Farm Tickets Application  
FAO: School Office by Thursday 23rd April 

 
I would like (insert number) _____ tickets for my child(ren) to attend the Children with Special Needs 

Foundation’s Annual Fun Fair at Frimley Lodge Park on Saturday 23rd May.  

I understand that neither the CWSNF, nor the Davis family, accept any liability whatsoever and that children 

must be accompanied by an adult who is totally responsible for the children. 

 
I would like (insert number)_____ adult tickets & _______ child tickets for the Petting Farm on  
 
(insert one date 26th – 29th May)      ____________________________________ 
 
Signed: _____________________________________________ Date: _____________ 
 
Student’s Name: ______________________________________________________ Form: _________ 


