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This has to have been the quickest half term on record! I cannot believe 6 weeks have already passed since we 

returned from Christmas. We have had skiers, snowballs and online safety in the space of a few weeks! 

I wanted to thank the 19 students we took to 

Aprica in Italy last month for such a lovely trip 

away. A huge thank you also to all those of you 

who donated to the Just Giving webpage I set up, I 

am delighted to say that this alongside other 

fundraising initiatives raised in the region of £2500 

towards the trip. This money paid for additional ski 

instructors, enabled some students to attend the 

trip and allowed us to take a higher number of staff 

which we really needed. 

Having done a lot of residential trips over the years this ranks as one of the very 

best I have led. We had decided to ‘go it alone’ this year and attempt our own ski 

trip as we wanted to increase the number of students we could take and also go 

by plane. We had some apprehensions about doing this but the trip was an 

enormous success and one that we will definitely be looking to replicate next year. 

Every student made huge progress with their skiing (many are now better than 

me!) and our most able group were heading off way up into the mountains on red 

runs. I later found out they were being bought hot chocolate and Pringles in a 

mountain café every day at 11am by their very generous ski instructor. Safe to say 

I got myself into this group for the final day’s skiing so I could sample this for myself! There were many highlights of 

the week including stunning scenery, fantastic skiing, 3 discos, superb food and Mr 

Kennedy’s bingo but the overriding highlight I will take away is the enjoyment I got 

from spending 5 days with our students. One of the downsides of being a 

Headteacher is the fact you spend less time with the students so it was an absolute 

pleasure to spend 7 days solid with such an appreciative and well behaved group. 

We have already begun planning the ski trip for 2020 so if you are interested in your 

son or daughter coming and want to know a bit more about it please speak to your 

child’s tutor in the first instance. Alternatively, Mrs Whitehair in the office has a 

wealth of knowledge too.  

Mr Molloy and Miss Burke did a wonderful job organising our annual Safer Internet Day last week and students spent 

the day learning all about how to keep themselves safe online. This is so important in the modern day era and it was 

lovely to see them all engaging so well. We were down on parent attendees this year so we are now looking to arrange 

an Online Safety evening for you to attend if you were unable to make it. 

Thank you for your understanding following our recent closure due to the snow. Student and staff safety is always at 

the forefront of the decisions we make, particularly in light of the long journeys that many have to undertake.  

I look forward to seeing you at the parents’ evenings we are holding later this term.  

Best wishes, 

David Jackson   

Spring half term: Monday 18th – Friday 22nd February 

Back to school: 9:05a.m. Monday 25th February 



New Date for Rock Challenge Performance 

We are delighted that G-Live have agreed to stage the Rock Challenge 2019 

on Monday 25th February. This is the day we come back after half-term. 

Tickets purchased for the 1st February will be valid for this performance, but 

those who are not able to make the new date have been offered the 

opportunity to apply for a full refund.  

The participating students from The Abbey and The Ridgeway Schools have continued to rehearse over the 

past couple of weeks since the event was postponed because the backers went into administration. We 

really hope that all their dedication, determination and hard work pay off; we wish them very good luck and 

hope everyone has a really enjoyable evening. Mr Jackson & Mrs Gardiner will be attending to cheer them on.   

Farnham’s Got Talent 2019 

The School Choir consists of a dozen students in Years 8 & 9 who rehearse every Tuesday afternoon during Tutor Time 

(other students do drama or sport); their teacher is Mrs Shead-Jones. As well as performing at a couple of carol 

concerts before Christmas, the choir is preparing to represent The Abbey at this year’s Farnham’s Got Talent 

competition on Thursday 4th April. They will be performing in the Medici Theatre at Weydon School alongside acts 

from other local mainstream and special schools in front of a panel of judges and an audience of parents and staff. 

Admission to the performance is by ticket only and numbers are strictly limited to 2 per performer, so if your child is 

in the choir and you want to watch them at the talent show, make sure you order your tickets promptly using the form 

sent home with you child.  

Parent:Teacher Consultations 
For Parents/Carers of Students in all Years 

 

Tuesday 19th March  3:40-7:50p.m.   Thursday 28th March 
You can book 10 minute long, one-to-one appointments with your child’s Form Tutor, Maths, English, 
Science and Computing Teachers. If your child studies Art, Media or Child Development you will have an 
opportunity to book appointments with those teachers too.  

Bookings via ParentMail https://pmx.parentmail.co.uk/#core/login 

open Monday 11th March at 6p.m. 
Please check that your ParentMail connection is live. If you are not going to be able to make your bookings 
online, please contact the school office or send a note to your child’s Form Tutor. 

 
Second Hand Uniform 

At the parent:teacher consultation evenings The Friends of The Abbey will be displaying items of second 
hand uniform that have been donated to the school and which are available for a small donation to the 
school. Please feel free to have a look at what’s available if you are looking for any additional items or 
spares. 

 

Travelling Planetarium 
 On Wednesday 20th March we will be exploring space in the 

comfortable environment of our school hall as Imperial College, part 

of London University, are bringing their inflatable planetarium. The 

children will all be spending time in the planetarium being guided by 

the team of Imperial College’s scientists, looking at constellations 

and other star patterns, looking at eclipses and could even look at 

the star pattern on the day they were born. There will be 

opportunities to explore their own questions about space, I am told 

that “space has no limits inside the planetarium”.            

Mr Minifie (Science Teacher) 

https://pmx.parentmail.co.uk/#core/login


Students of the Half Term 
At the end of each half term, the students in every Form, together with their Tutor and TA, nominate a 
single member who in their eyes has demonstrated something exceptional.   
 

Form Student Citation 

Key Stage 3A Layton 
 

For always trying his best, being kind and helpful to all students, having a 
fantastic sense of humour and for getting the most TWC certificates in the 
school since September 

Key Stage 3B Amelia 
 

For making positive changes to her behaviour, listening to instructions and 
staying calm, learning and making progress in different classes, for helping and 
taking care of others 

Key Stage 3C Caitlyn 
 

For excellent support to other students, listening so well and discussing, huge 
progress in reading and comprehension—a brilliant all rounder 

Key Stage 3D Jack 
 

For an improved attitude to life in school 

Key Stage 3E Jacob 
 

For demonstrating a great work ethic, building his resilience and also showing a 
caring attitude within 3E. 

Key Stage 3F James 
 

For consistent hard work, for trying new things and always being kind, polite 
and helpful 

Key Stage 4W Daniel 
 

For making consistent progress throughout the term 

Key Stage 4X Kieran 
 

For not injuring himself on the ski trip and for being responsible and helpful at 
school 

Key Stage 4Y Patrick 
 

For being consistently polite, always behaving well and having a great attitude 
towards his work 

Key Stage 4Z Edward  
 

For working hard in lessons and being very helpful around school 

 

All the students of the half-term were presented with a certificate in the end of term celebration assembly 
today and were awarded 3 house points each. 

 

WINNER OF THE HOUSE CUP FOR THIS HALF TERM: SATURN  

 

The Growing Up Guides for Girls & Boys: 

What Young People on the Autism Spectrum Need to Know! 

The Growing Up Guides by Davida Hartman are one-stop guides for young people explaining all 

they need to know about puberty and adolescence. They are written with the needs of young 

people on the on the autism spectrum specifically in mind but they are suitable for use with 

others. 

The pre-teen and teenage years are a bumpy time when bodies change, emotions are high and 

peers are developing at different paces. Using simple, literal language and delightful colour 

illustrations by Margaret Anne Suggs, these books explain the facts about body changes such 

as growing hair in new places, growth spurts, mood swings and keeping spots away! It gives 

cool tips on what makes a real friend, what it means to have a crush on somebody, and how to 

stay safe online. Most importantly, it explains that every body is beautiful and unique and 

encourages young people with autism to celebrate difference! Perfect preparation for the 

teenage years.  

Published by Jessica Kingsley, these books are available in hardback from various online retailers 

for around £10 each ISBN: 978-1-84905-574-1 (for girls) or 978-1-84905-575-8 (for boys) or as 

ebooks.                                      Mrs Currie, ASD Outreach Specialist 



Havens for young people 
  

Supporting young people without a referral 

  

There are now four Havens in the county for children and young people (CYP) who need support 
but don't have a referral.  

 

The CYP Havens provide an alternative to Accident and Emergency services for young people 
who are struggling to cope.  

Staffed by a mental health nurse, a children’s rights worker and a youth worker, the service offers advice and support to any young 
person in distress or crisis, or who need help dealing with difficult life events and circumstances. Workshops and activities are also 
available to help young people develop new skills and coping mechanisms. 

 

The Havens, located in Redhill, Guildford, Staines and Epsom, 
are running new weekly workshops. Each workshop tackles 
different mental health issues to raise awareness, reduce stigma 
and is an opportunity for young people to talk about personal 
experiences with others in similar situations.  

 

For more information about the Havens, including opening hours 
and details on upcoming workshops, visit the CYP Haven 
website:  www.cyphaven.net  

 

CYP Havens are a partnership service between Surrey's Clinical 
Commissioning Groups (CCGs), Surrey and Borders NHS 
Partnership Foundation Trust and Surrey County Council. 

 

7 Ward Street, 

Guildford, 

GU1 4LH 

 

Monday & Wednesday: 4pm – 8:30pm 

Sunday:   12pm – 6pm 

 

Call us or text us on 07379 493941 please note: The CYP Haven phone is not a crisis line. It will only be answered 

during session times if a member of staff is available. 

 In an emergency please call one of the following services: 

Childline: 0800 1111 Samaritans: 116 123 Papyrus: 0800 068 4141 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 You will find a provisional calendar of dates for next academic year (September 2019 – July 2020) 

enclosed with this newsletter. Additional INSET dates when the school will be closed to students 

will be published a.s.a.p. 

 

 The AFTER SCHOOL GARDENING CLUB will start again on 

Monday 18th March. Please request a form from the 

school office if your child would like to attend.  

 

 

 YEAR 7 SLEEPOVER AT THE SCHOOL – Friday 29th March – the KS3 team will be creating separate 

boys and girls dormitories and a range of activities to help our youngest students with team-

building, independence and experiencing staying away from home without their families. There 

will be opportunities for developing skills while having a lot of fun.  We hope that every Year 7 

student will be able to join in, so please make a note of the date now.  

  

http://www.cyphaven.net/

