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Welcome Back! 
 
It has been lovely to hear all about our students’ summer holidays and the many lovely things they got up to. 
They returned in such high spirits and immediately brought the school to life following our two intense INSET 
days! An extra special welcome to all of our new year 7s and their families, we are so pleased to have you 
as part of The Abbey School.  
 
As mentioned in letters home at the end of last term we have also welcomed a number of new staff to our 
team: Teachers - Mr Clyde, Mrs Long, Mrs Child, Mrs N Smith, Mrs Winnan, Mrs Rotherham and Teaching 
Assistants - Mrs Gardner, Mrs Ayton and Mrs Sheridan. We continue to be very lucky with the staff we are 
able to recruit to The Abbey when many other schools are struggling. This is a very positive reflection on the 
school's reputation within the local community and beyond.  
 

Many of you will have noticed that congestion has eased in the car 
park! Over the summer our car park expansion finally took place 
after months of planning and waiting. It has given us an extra 22 
spaces for staff who are now parking at the rear of the school. This 
has given us a number of extra parking spaces at the front of the 
school for parents, carers and taxis to use. Overall the car park is 
now a calmer, less busy and, most importantly, safer place to be. 
The Friends of The Abbey (FOTAS) have funded the installation of 
wooden benches in our Quad area, which we are absolutely 
delighted with, as we continue to redevelop this area of the school.  
It is now ready for Mrs Foxwell and the Gardening Club to put their 
planting plans into action and Miss Parker will be helping the 
students create their own art installation. 

 
A training and conference room was also created over the summer break which will host a whole range of 
events including parent/carer coffee mornings and support sessions and Annual Review meetings. We have 
many other exciting plans to further develop the school this year. 
 
It is our second year as an Academy school and as part of WMAT. We are enjoying the many benefits of 
being part of this Trust and later this term WMAT will be funding the complete redevelopment of the key stage 
three student toilets as well as the creation of a new visitor toilet in the foyer. They have also funded our year 
11 students attending Farnborough College every Thursday morning this year where they will experience a 
range of different subjects and activities. This is fantastic preparation for life after The Abbey.  
 
A diary of all school events taking place this year has been sent out to you and a copy of this is also available 
on the school website. Do make a note of the parents evenings later this half term and the events at Christmas 
as we like to see as many of you there as possible. 
 
Get ready for another action packed Abbey school year with a variety of events taking place both inside and 
outside of school - I am already very excited about the ski trip to Italy that I will be leading in January!!  
 
I look forward to seeing you all sometime this term and hope that you enjoy this weekend in what could be 
the last of the summer sunshine!  

Best wishes, David Jackson  

Curriculum Information presentation for parents & carers of all students 
Separate presentations for Year 7, Years 8 & 9 and Years 10 & 11 

Monday 16th September  
starts promptly at 6p.m. 



 Exam Results 2019 

All 24 of the school’s Year 11 leavers achieved 

Entry Level qualifications in English, Maths, ICT 

and Science with 20 of them achieving the highest 

level 3 in at least one subject. 6 of them went on 

to achieve Functional Skills level 1 in Maths, 4 in 

ICT and 2 for English. Everyone is very proud of 

the 5 students who sat GCSE exams as well with 

support from their families and booster lessons at 

school.  

In addition to accreditations in the core subjects including Art/Media, PE and, for the more able, Geography, 

students are able to choose four optional subjects to study throughout Key Stage 4 that reflect their interests 

and strengths; wherever possible their achievements are validated by external award bodies. All 10 

participating students achieved the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award, others completed Entry Level 

qualifications in History and AQA unit awards in Child Development, Catering and/or Design Technology. 

Seven Year 11 students who took part in the Friday afternoon Horticulture Option in KS4 have completed the 

ASDAN module. 

We are so proud of all the students who have passed their exams this year; to do so they have overcome 

many challenges, not only their learning difficulties but also social and emotional issues and in many cases 

physical disabilities or medical conditions. Given that our students are typically working at least 3 or 4 years 

behind their mainstream peers when they join us in Year 7 it is hardly surprising that they are not always 

ready to reach their full potential at the end of Year 11; having gained experience of preparing for and tackling 

formal examinations/accreditations here, many of our students go on to even greater achievements in other 

settings after they leave The Abbey. For example: 

Josh went on to Guildford College in 2012 for a 3 year motor vehicle course. The course closed but 

he transferred to Farnham College. He was offered an apprenticeship with Guildford Borough 

Council, passed level 3 motor Mechanics and has now been offered a permanent job there! His 

Mum told us he worked extremely hard to achieve the English and Maths levels he needed, but he 

really persevered. “Josh would not have achieved this without his time at the Abbey” 

Alice (who left in 2015) got a GCSE grade 3 in both Maths and English this time round. She is now 

going to Sparsholt College to pursue her passion for Horticulture and hopes to develop this into a 

career (she still loves Lego too!). 

Kiya (class of 2017) got an A* in his Maths A level, an A in Further Maths AS level, a B in A level 

Physics and a B in A level Computer Science!!!!! Needless to say his parents “are beyond proud” 

and he has been accepted into Southampton University to do a Maths and Computer Science 

degree…“had it not been for all the help and support of all of Kiya's amazing teachers and, 

of course, Mr Jackson, none of this would have been possible for Kiya. Needless to say we 

are all over the moon at his continued hard work and dedication … we are very proud of 

him and extremely grateful to the Abbey and all the amazing staff for all their help.” 

This year’s Year 11 leavers are continuing their journeys by enrolling at local FE colleges or 

Carwarden House 6th Form to further develop their independence skills for future life and learning. 

Students from this year’s cohort have also been accepted for courses in Creative Arts, Carpentry & 

Joinery and Animal Management.  

 

PARENT/CARER COFFEE MORNING  
MONDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER 

9:30 - 11 a.m. 
 



Scout Camp at Woodlarks 2019 

The new term is scarcely a week old and there has already been a residential trip opportunity for half a dozen students 

who were guests of Woking Scouts at the annual camp at Woodlarks. Our thanks go to the Scout leaders, buddies and 

other volunteers who laid on all the activities as well as to Mrs Price for organising the trip. 

“Once again Woodlarks has been enjoyed by one and all 

who attended last weekend.  A group of 7 students Charles, 

Kaylie, James, Seb, Stephen, Jamie and Adam had a great 

time canoeing and rafting, doing archery and shooting, 

climbing, cooking on an open fire, and making crafts and 

music!  Many thanks to all those staff who gave up their 

time and attended at some point in the weekend to 

camp/support the students Mr Moore and Mrs Gardiner 

who camped, Mrs Van Woerkom, Mrs Smith, Ms Barkess, 

Mrs Horton and Mrs Boxall.  We look forward to the next 

Woodlarks adventure next year.”  Mrs Price

       

Staff Training 

On September 2nd and 3rd staff undertook in-service training (INSET). The training and briefing sessions 

included: 

 Review of the School Development 

Plan / School self-evaluation 

 Safeguarding 

 New student briefing 

 Student behaviour management 

 E-safety 

 Teaching & Learning Update 

 Speech & Language Therapy (SALT) 

within lessons 

 

If parents/carers need to speak to a member of staff at any time they can make an appointment via 
the school office - 01252 725059.  

 
Don’t forget you can also send in a note, put a message in the home - school communication book 

or send an email to enquiries@abbey.surrey.sch.uk   if you have any queries or concerns 
 

 

Friends of The Abbey School Association  

(The school’s parent/staff social and fund-raising group) 

Annual General Meeting: Tuesday 1st October at 6.30 p.m. 

ALL PARENTS/CARERS WELCOME 

 

Measles, Chicken Pox & Vomiting/Diarrhoea 
 
One of our students is immunosuppressed. We can all help by: 

 Being immunised against measles including the MMR vaccine 

 Informing school immediately if you suspect your child has measles or chicken 
pox or if a member of the family has shingles 

 Adhere to our ’48 hour clear’ policy before sending your child back to school 
following illness involving diarrhoea or vomiting 
 

mailto:enquiries@abbey.surrey.sch.uk


Health Care & Emergency Care Plans 

If your child has a medical condition or other need which requires daily care or which might require 
emergency treatment (e.g. asthma, epilepsy requiring the administration of emergency medication or an 
allergy requiring use of an epipen), we must have an up-to-date plan in place outlining the care required 
and/or how to recognise the symptoms and what steps to take should an episode occur at school. If your 
child already has a school plan, you will need to tell us if there are any changes we need to make. If your 

child does not yet have a plan, please contact Miss Barkess, our SENCo, who will set one up. 

Medication in School 

Wherever possible, please give your son/daughter any medication at home. If your son/daughter 

needs to take any form of prescription or over-the-counter medicine at school, staff will volunteer 

to help administer it at break or lunchtimes, but you must complete an “administration of 

medication” form which is available to download from the parents’ area of the school website 

www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk (follow the letters home link). Alternatively, you can request a copy from 

the school office. Please complete a new form every September, or as necessary. Medicines must 

come into school in the original packaging with the pharmacy label and full dosage and timing 

instructions.  

All medication must be handed in at the school office by you or the transport driver/escort to be 

locked in the medical cabinet (not via students or school bags). This applies to over-the-counter 

products, such as cough sweets, as well as medicines prescribed by the doctor. We have a number 

of vulnerable students at the school so must insist on strict adherence to the school procedures. If 

your son/daughter needs to use an over-the-counter product for a period longer than one week we 

will need a letter signed by the doctor to confirm that this is required. 

*Parents of Year 8 students have an e-consent form to complete by 7/10/19 
 

P.E. Kit Reminder 
Please could everybody check that sports clothes and trainers are named. P.E. lessons are as follows: 

 
Year 7 Wednesday & Friday 

Year 8 & 9 Thursday 

Year 10 & 11 Wednesday 

Year 7 Swimming Group Friday 

Year 8 & 9 Enrichment PE Groups Tuesday 

KS4 Swimming Group Tuesday 

KS4 Health & Well-being at the gym (GCSE Maths students) Thursdays 

KS4 Sports Leadership Option (kit needed some weeks) Friday 

 

 

Parent: Teacher Consultations 
For Parents/Carers of Students in all Years 

 
Thursday 10th October  3:40-7:50p.m.  Tuesday 15th October 

 
We will let you know when online bookings via ParentMail open in early October. If you are not 
going to be able to make your bookings online, please contact the school office or send a note to 
your child’s Form Tutor. 

Second Hand Uniform 
At the parent:teacher consultation evenings The Friends of The Abbey will be displaying items of second 
hand uniform that have been donated to the school and which are available for a small donation to the 
school.  

Monday 14th October 2019 HPV vaccinations for all Year 8 students * 

Wednesday 6th May 2020 FSB/MEN ACWY vaccinations for all Year 9 students & immunisation catch-up 

http://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/

