
BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
I would like to welcome you all back to the new school year, with a special welcome to the children and 

their families who are new to our school this year – we hope you are settling in and beginning to feel part 

of our fantastic school community.  September is always a happy time, hearing about what everyone has 

been doing over the long summer holiday and seeing everyone feeling enthusiastic about new classes and 

opportunities that lie ahead.   The first week back of course brought with it the sad news about Queen 

Elizabeth II.  It feels like only yesterday we were celebrating her Platinum Jubilee within the school and we 

will remember all the joy and happiness of those days.  What a fantastic example of dedication and 

commitment she has set for all of us.  We have spent time together as a whole school community this 

week, celebrating her life and reflecting on all that she achieved.  We also offer the new King Charles III 

our support and best wishes as he takes on the new role as our Monarch.    

The slides from the whole school assembly to mark national mourning for HM Queen Elizabeth and the 

accession of the new King Charles III are available in the curriculum area of the school website    

https://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/1469/school-assemblies  

Project 2022 has progressed brilliantly over the summer holidays and we now 

have a number of new walls appearing out of the ground which I’m sure many 

of you will have now seen on visits to the school! Our new catering room is 

scheduled to be completed by the end of the October half term and we are 

hoping the new DT room will be ready at the end of the February half term. 

The new art, drama and music classrooms and the Learning Resource centre 

(LRC) are due to be completed by Easter along with the sports hall and new 

conference room. All in all, it is going to be a very exciting year!  

As always, our students and staff have coped with the changes superbly. The 

contractors completing the building works have kept any disruption to an 

absolute minimum meaning it has been an incredibly settled start to the term 

with fantastic learning taking place on a daily basis. 

In other exciting news, we have recently purchased 150 chrome books so that every child in school will 

have access to their own chrome book from next half term onwards. This builds on the recent IT refurb 

that we undertook in February ‘21. We have now had every single piece of IT equipment renewed across 

the school putting us in a really strong position to maximise the children's learning opportunities going 

forwards. I am pleased to say we have been able to do this for everybody with no parental costs or 

contributions required.  New IT along with the new buildings and infrastructure is really going to equip the 

school for 21st-century teaching. 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to our new staff. The skills and enthusiasm they bring to our team 

is evident already and we are privileged they have chosen the Abbey to pursue the next step in their 

careers.   

Without doubt, it's going to be a busy term, with parents evening, curriculum days, PTA events, sports 

fixtures and a staff pantomime already on the school calendar (copy enclosed with this newsletter) as well 

as lots more.  My personal highlight falls in December, with the Christmas Bingo - though I've yet to come 

away with any prize of great monetary value so far. . . . perhaps this will be the year! 

Best wishes, David Jackson 

https://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/1469/school-assemblies


From Little Acorns Grow … 

Some years ago, The Abbey was host to the ‘Up Orchestra’, a Surrey Arts initiative to encourage inclusive 

performing arts opportunities. One of our students who took advantage of this, Leo Long, went on to join 

several orchestras and ensembles in his spare time and after studying at Alton College went on to the 

University of Creative Arts to study Music Composition & Technology BA/BSc (Hons). 

Leo, who left the school in 2017 is a champion of those achieving with autism and other challenges and is 

a great role model for our students. Most recently he was cast in a Netflix film “I Used to Be Famous” 

about a former boy band star who unexpectedly gets a second shot at success when he forms a bond with 

a gifted young drummer… played by Leo! Follow the link below to watch the trailer: 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=S7zP4ccVxYY 

This term we are running an after-school music club on Mondays which started this week. This is being 

delivered by Surrey Arts and guess what … the music tutor assigned to the school is another Abbey ex-

student, Andrew Bedser, who left in 2014! Whilst at the school Andrew studied for a music GCSE including 

integration into a course at local mainstream secondary school and went on to Brooklands College for a 

BTEC Performing Arts course. 

Hopefully the students who have joined the after-school music club will get as much enjoyment from the 

experience and be inspired to develop their talents, too. 

Ethan in Year 8 has had a busy summer 

Ethan and his family spent their holiday in Cyprus volunteering at a dog 

rescue shelter for abused dogs that they support. It is a shack in the hills 

with no running water or utilities, completely funded and run on a voluntary 

basis. The family have 5 dogs of their own at home including a foster puppy 

from the shelter.  

Ethan’s proud Mum said,  

“In 100 degree plus heat he walked, fed and fussed over 20 

dogs! Each trip was a 3-hour shift with a 5-hour round car trip 

and he and his older brother said it was more fun and 

meaningful than the water parks! … He also couldn't bear to 

ignore the feral cats in a scrap yard next door so on the next trip 

took cat food he bought and fed them!  

Photos of Ethan with Edrie the puppy they are now fostering and 

one of the cats he helped 

 

 

IF YOUR CHILD HAS NEWS OR PICTURES TO SHARE IN THE NEWSLETTER,  

PLEASE SEND TO swoollins@abbey.surrey.sch.uk  

 

 

Communications from School 

We have said farewell to Parentmail, so from this term, email communications will come to you from the 

school email address. Please check your inbox for the emails about car parking at the school and about the 

Curriculum Information Evening on Monday which were sent to all primary guardians. If you did not receive 

these and they have not gone into your spam/junk boxes, please contact the school office so we can check 

your email address details and the settings on your child’s record 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=S7zP4ccVxYY
mailto:swoollins@abbey.surrey.sch.uk


House Points 
 
Students receive house points for Together We Can 
Awards, Head/Deputy head/Assistant head awards, 
Students of the Half Term, good attendance, house 
competitions and representing the school or their form (for 
example on the School Council).  
 

All the house points for each week are added together 
and the winning house is celebrated in the assemblies 
on Friday. Results have been very close this term so 
far … 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Football Coaching Opportunity for Girls 

Students aged 12-16 who have been inspired by the success of the English 

women’s team, The Lionesses, or who are already keen footballers are invited 

to join pan-disability sessions with Churt Girls FC. The club already has over 

150 girls and 40 women playing football. 

The sessions will start soon at Waverley Abbey School, Tilford on 

Saturday mornings from 11.30-12.30p.m. 

Please contact Andrew Hall on Andrew.hall.football@btinternet.com or call 

him om 01252 793540 for more information.  

Football is a great way to improve fitness, have fun, be part of a team and 

build great friendships. 

mailto:Andrew.hall.football@btinternet.com


Friends of The Abbey School AGM  

Monday 10th October 2022 6 p.m. 

The Friends of The Abbey School Association is the school's PTA and all parents and carers of students at the 

school are automatically members and warmly welcome to attend all meetings. 

The Friends organise social events, including the summer BBQ and the family bingo night that will take place 

this term, to give families opportunities to meet up informally and raise funds for additional items to benefit all the 

students at the school. 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held in school on Monday 10th October starting at 6 p.m. and 

followed by a short meeting to start making plans for this year. As many parents and carers as possible are 

encouraged to attend.  

Thank you on behalf of The Friends of The Abbey 

 

Ordering School Meals from Innovate 

To order meals, manage your account, or register as a new user go to the website: 

https://innovate2020.cashlessschool.co.uk/ 

 
Innovate cannot provide food for students who are not registered because parents need to 

complete a special diets and food allergies declaration in advance. 

Don’t forget to order by midnight on Saturday for the week ahead and double check that you have 

ordered meals for every day required. You can order meals several weeks in advance to cover the 

whole term or half term. 

 

 

Please check that all the orders you have selected have registered.  

In the illustration below,  

Meals have been ordered only for the days highlighted in GREEN. 

There is NO meal ordered for the days highlighted in ORANGE. 

 

 

https://innovate2020.cashlessschool.co.uk/


Monday 19 September, the date of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 

II’s State Funeral, will be a national bank holiday.  

The Abbey School will be closed to allow students and staff to pay 

their respects to Her Majesty and commemorate Her reign, while 

marking the final day of the period of national mourning. 

 

Friday 30th September 2022  School Photographer 

Monday 10th October 2022 6:30 p.m. Friends of The Abbey School AGM 

Monday 26th September 2022 9:30 – 11a.m. Parent/Carer coffee morning 

Thursday 6th October 2022 3:40-7:50p.m. Parent:Form Tutor Consultation Meetings: KS3 

Tuesday 11th October 2022 3:40-7:50p.m. Parent:Form Tutor Consultation Meetings: KS4 

Mon 24th  – Fri 28th October 2022  Half-Term (no early closing Friday 21st)  

Monday 31st October 2022  INSET Day (School closed to students) 

TBC 6:30 for 7 p.m. Friends of The Abbey Grand Draw and Bingo  

Friday 25th & Monday 28th November 

2022 
 Autumn Break 

Tuesday 29th November 2022  Whole school progress review day 

Monday 12th December 2022 11:15 & 1:30 
End of Term Performance for Parents/Carers 

& Phyllis Tuckwell Reindeer Run 

Wednesday 14th December 2022  CWSNF School Panto 

Wednesday 14th December 2022 5-6p.m. School Xmas Disco 

Thursday 15th December 2022  School Xmas Lunch 

Friday 16th December 2022 1:50p.m. Last day of term. School closes early. 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 

Tuesday 3rd January 2023 9:05a.m. BACK TO SCHOOL 

Tuesday 14th February 2023  Safer Internet Day 

Mon 13th – Fri 17th February 2023  Half-Term (no early closing on Friday 11th) 

Wednesday 8th March 2023  Whole school progress review day 

Monday 13th March 2023  WMAT INSET Day (School closed to students) 

Tuesday 14th March 2023 3:40 – 7:50p.m. Parent:Teacher Consultation Meetings 

TBC 6:30p.m. Friends of The Abbey Spring Term Event 

Thursday 23rd March 2023 3:40 – 7:50p.m. Parent:Teacher Consultation Meetings 

Friday 31st March 2023 1:50p.m. School closes early for Easter Holidays 

EASTER HOLIDAYS 

Monday 17th April 2023 9:05a.m. BACK TO SCHOOL 

Monday 1st May 2023  May Day Bank Holiday (School closed) 

Mon 29th May – Fri 2nd June 2023  Half-Term (no early closing on Friday 26th ) 

Tuesday 6th June 2023  Year 11 progress review day 

Thursday 8th June 2023 4:30-6:30p.m. Life After The Abbey - preparation for post-16 

Monday 26th – Friday 30th June 2023 
TBC 

 Year 10 Work Experience Week 

Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th 

June 2023 
 

Induction Days for New Students starting in 

September  

Thursday 29th June 2023 

 Last day of school for Year 11 students   

5:30-10P.M. 
Year 11 leavers’ Record of Achievement 

presentation/Prom 

Friday 30th June 2023  INSET Day (School closed to students) 

Thursday 6th July 2023  Year 7/8/9/10 progress review day 

TBC  Friends of The Abbey Family Fun Day & BBQ 

Friday 14th July 2023  Sports Day 

Thursday 20th July 2023 1:50p.m. 
Last Day of Term for Students 
School closes early at 1:50p.m. 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS 



Boring but Important! 
 

1. School Meals - Meals must be ordered and paid for in advance by the Saturday of the week preceding the 

week the meals are required online at https://innovate2020.cashlessschool.co.uk/   

2. P.E. Kit – Please could everybody check that sports clothes and trainers still fit and are named. From September 
P.E. lessons are as follows: 

Year 7 Friday 

Year 8 & 9 Thursday 

Year 10 & 11 Wednesday 

Year 7 Swimming Group Friday 

Year 8 & 9 Enrichment PE Groups Tuesday 

KS4 Swimming Group Monday 

KS4 Health & Well-being at the gym (GCSE Maths students) Thursdays 

KS4 Sports Leadership Option (kit needed some weeks) Friday 

3. Medication – If your son/daughter needs to take any form of prescription or over-the-counter medicine at 
school, staff will volunteer to help administer it but you must complete an “administration of medication” form 
which is available to download from the parents’ area of the school website www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk (follow 
the ‘letters & forms’ link). Please complete a new form in September or as necessary. Medicines must come 
into school in the original packaging with the pharmacy label and full dosage and timing instructions. They must 
be handed in at the school office by you or the transport driver/escort to be locked in the medical cabinet (not 
via students or school bags). This applies to over-the-counter products such as cough sweets as well as 
medicines prescribed by the doctor. We have a number of vulnerable students at the school so must insist on 
strict adherence to the school procedures. If your son/daughter needs to use an over-the-counter product for a 
period longer than one week we will need a letter signed by the doctor to confirm that this is required. 

4. Electronic devices – Please remind your son/daughter that all mobile phones, ipads, etc must be handed in to 
their Form Tutor at morning registration and are returned at the end of the day. If students are found with these 
in their possession during the school day they will be confiscated and locked in the school safe until collected 
by a parent/carer which can be very inconvenient for all concerned. 

5. Hoodies & gum – it’s simple – they are not to be worn or chewed in school! 

6. Jewellery and piercings - Jewellery should be discreet and limited to: 1 watch, 1 bracelet, no more than one 
ring on each hand and a maximum of 2 stud earrings only (1 in each ear lobe); all of which need to be removed 
for PE.  We also ask that students do not get their ears pierced during term time as they will not be able to 
remove these for six weeks, impacting on their ability to take part in PE. 

7. Personal grooming – A clean, tidy appearance is expected for school with correct school uniform including tie, 
respectable hair-style, The link below will take you to a website which might be useful to share with your 
son/daughter. 

www.cyh.com/HealthTopics/HealthTopicDetailsKids.aspx?p=335&np=289&id=2146 

8. Reporting absences – Please let the school know as soon as possible in advance of any unavoidable 
appointments during school time. Please send in the appointment letter or card so we can authorise the absence 
(these can be returned, if required). If your son/daughter needs to be absent for any other reason you must 
apply in writing in advance for permission from the Headteacher at least 2 weeks in advance. In the case of 
illness or emergency, please telephone the school office (01252 725059) as early as possible on the morning 
of the absence to explain the reason (there is an answerphone). 

9. Changes in contact details – If you move or change your ‘phone/mobile number please let the school know. 
If you are planning to move and your child comes to school on school transport you should let the LA and 
transport department know too. 

10. School Uniform - Students are expected to wear school uniform as follows: 

• Black blazer with school logo * 

• Green V-necked sweatshirt with school logo*  

• Students going into Year 11 may wear a black school sweatshirt as a privilege, if they wish. 

• Abbey School tie * 

• White shirt/blouse, Black trousers/skirt 

• Black shoes (NOT trainers) 

• PE kit: Green polo shirt with school logo *, Black shorts, Socks, Suitable footwear  

Items marked * are available to purchase from Brenda's, the school wear specialists, both at their shop at 130 

Frimley Road, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 2QN (on the number one bus route)  and on-line at: 
http://www.brendas.co.uk/category_s/2135.htm Telephone number: 01276 469697 Email: 
shop@brendas.co.uk   

11. If you have any queries or concerns – Please ring the school office (01252 725059), the staff there will help 
if they can or redirect your call to an appropriate member of staff. You can communicate with your child’s form 
tutor via a written note, phone call or email https://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/1226/staff-contacts   
Otherwise you can email the school enquiries@abbey.surrey.sch.uk  

https://innovate2020.cashlessschool.co.uk/
http://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/
http://www.cyh.com/HealthTopics/HealthTopicDetailsKids.aspx?p=335&np=289&id=2146
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mailto:shop@brendas.co.uk
https://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/1226/staff-contacts
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