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Home Thoughts from The Head 
 

Our school has been so quiet without all of our students there to bring it to life each day! I have hated 
walking along the empty corridors and into the deserted classrooms. However, we have had a small group 
of students in each day who have been absolutely fantastic and coped with the changes superbly. Amongst 
other things they have enjoyed doing Joe Wicks PE with different members of staff, laughing at us when 
we have struggled! 

Collectively, (parents, students and staff!) we have now managed to complete two weeks of home learning 
- an awesome achievement. Everybody has done brilliantly to get this up and running so quickly. 
Considering we had no online learning provision in place two weeks ago it has been a gargantuan effort.  

Thank you for all the efforts you have made to familiarise yourself with OneNote, Times Table Rock Stars, 
Rapid Readers and Mathletics - from personal experience I know it won't have been easy at times! We 
hope to have added a spelling platform after Easter that students will be able to work on at home as well. 
If you haven't completed the survey we sent out on home learning, please could you do so as soon as 
possible. The information so far has been really useful. One of the things requested from the feedback was 
a weekly timetable for students to follow. Therefore we have created one for key stage three students and 
one for key stage four students. You do not have to follow these but I would recommend it. It will provide 
well needed structure for each day, something we know our students benefit from enormously. There are 
also a whole range of resources you can access on the school website so do take a look if you haven't 
already, we will continue to add to these next term. 

Only do what you can with the home learning, if it becomes a real struggle for your 
child leave it, take a break, get outside and let them have some fresh air. Also, 
contact us if you need additional support, guidance and advice - we want to help as 
much as possible. Next term your child's form tutor will continue to contact you or 
your child on a weekly basis, we want to check all is okay and support where we 
can. It is also nice for us to hear from you! 

I hope you all manage to have some enjoyment over Easter. The weather is looking 
good which is a real positive and should mean we can get outside into gardens and 
for walks. 

   Jump of the week! 
 
Finally, there is a small rumour going around the school that there might be an Abbey version of Joe Wicks 
coming out with different members of staff featuring in this … Keep your eyes open for that one as you 
never know, the head teacher may even make a guest appearance! 

Kind regards 
David Jackson 

Mr Jackson in his office in the loft 
and doing some outdoor learning! 

Photos reproduced with the kind permission of: 
Miss Poppy Jackson 



Online Home Learning Resources Survey 

Thank you to all the parents and carers who responded to the survey about the online home learning 
resources. It would appear that most of you are really getting to grips with this now – if you haven’t tried 
Times Tables Rockstars yet, do give it a go (the login details were sent to your child last week). 

 

Thank you too for the suggestions for improvements, you will now 
find the user guide for Office 365 more prominently displayed on the 
website and a video guide to typing answers into PDF files in One 
Note. As you will see below, 94% of respondents think enough work 
has been provided for their child while over three-quarters agreed 
that a more structured timetable or study plan would help. We hadn’t 
wanted to put families under too much pressure in the early stages by 
suggesting an expected amount of work to be completed, however, in 
response to the feedback from the survey, timetables for students in 
each Key Stage are being emailed via Parentmail. 

 

 
 

THE LINK BELOW TAKES YOU STRAIGHT TO THE  

ONLINE LEARNING RESOURCES ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE 

The Abbey School Online Learning Resources 

 

BBC Bitesize also have resources to help you when learning from home 

BBC Bitesize 
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https://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/1232/online-learning-resources
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zn9447h


Hope you are keeping safe and well. We are adjusting to the 

changes well here … doing Joe Wicks’ workout each morning to 

start the day and a good amount of reading and maths each day ... 

Will start branching out to other subjects … We all need a break 

after looking at adjectives today and a new found respect to 

teachers was declared!!  

Some pics attached of him still smiling :)  

From The Hookes  

 

 
 

 
 
“I’m writing a story about my life in the coronavirus so when we come back to 
school I’m going to bring it in to show you. 
I will help my mum and dad. Today I’m going to help my dad clean out the shed. 
Yesterday I helped my mum bake a cake and make the roast dinner”         
         Josh B 

 

 

A message from Mrs Shead-Jones and a photo of her in her home office … 

Do you think she got up very early or is she working very late? 

 

“Hope you are all well ... It feels like a long time since I was in school.  

Have attached a photo of me working with help from my cat Ayra.  

Take care.”      Mrs Shead-Jones 😀  

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Child (Catering) 

and  

Mrs N Smith (Maths) 

in their virtual classrooms 
 

 

 

Recipes of the week 
Mrs Childs our Catering teacher has been putting together some 
step-by-step recipe guides for students and their families to try at 
home. So far we have had: 

 Week one: Scone based pizza 

 Week two: Welsh cakes 
You will find these in the Students area of the website under recipes 

Recipes of the Week 

https://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/1576/recipes-of-the-week


Autism-friendly resources to help your 
child understand the response to the 

Coronavirus situation: 
 

 There is a copy of the slides used for the 
special assembly on Friday 20th March 
(which was the last day before the school 
had to close temporarily) in the 
Curriculum area of the school website. 

School Assemblies 
 

 One of our partner outreach schools, 
Freemantles, has sent us this link to 
resources prepared by Carol Gray, who is 
a renowned ASD specialist, and her 
team: 

Carol Gray Resources 
 

 There are also some useful resources on 
the National Autistic Society (NAS) 
website 

National Autistic Society 
 

Surrey Welfare Rights 
The community charity Surrey Welfare Rights Unit has up-to-date information on  
 

 Benefit support for employed people 

 Self-Employment Income Support Scheme.   

 Claiming or re-claiming Child Benefit if earnings have reduced.  
 
during the COVID19 response period on their website: 

https://www.swru.org/covid-19-updates/  
 

Coronavirus Cancellations 
 

Very sadly we have had to cancel a number of school events that had been planned for this and next term including 
parent:teacher consultations, residential trips, the D of E expedition, the Life After The Abbey post-16 and careers 
event, sports day, parent/carer coffee mornings and the Record of Achievement presentation evening and prom for 
the Year 11 leavers (although they will be invited back at some point for a proper good-bye). 
 
The Friends of The Abbey School Family Games and Fun Challenge was also postponed – information about a new 

date and/or refunds for those who have already bought tickets will be provided in due course. If you would like an 

immediate refund, please contact the school office. 

Events have also had to be cancelled by some of the partner organisations and charities that offer the students trips 

and treats: 

 CWSNF - both the petting farm and the fun fair have been cancelled because of the uncertainty surrounding 

the impact of COVID-19 on scheduled public events. This is particularly sad for the charity which has been 

raising money for individuals with special needs, their families and schools for 25 years this year.  

Children With Special Needs Foundation 

 Kids Day Out for Year 7 students hosted by The Rotary Club 

 The Chessington World of Adventures trip funded by The Lady Taverners 

https://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/1469/school-assemblies
https://freemantlesoutreach.org.uk/News/COVID-19-resources/
https://www.autism.org.uk/services/helplines/coronavirus/resources/helpful-resources.aspx
https://www.swru.org/covid-19-updates/
https://www.childrenwithspecialneeds.co.uk/

