
The Abbey School Newsletter 
Friday 11th June 2020 

Please make sure you have read the latest letter from Mr Jackson about 

arrangements for the remainder of this term. Copies were emailed via 

Parentmail and the letter is available on the school website, too. 

 

It was lovely to have some of our year 7s return last week and it has been 
equally delightful to welcome back a large group of year 8s this week. The 
school has begun to feel a bit more like its old self and hearing the sound of 
students chatting and laughing together has been wonderful. Students have 
coped exceptionally well with the new measures and restrictions that are in 
place, given there are so many, and we are incredibly proud of them.  

 
We will continue to offer a comprehensive home learning package for all students 

who cannot attend school alongside regular phone calls from class teachers and 

TAs to support. We also hope to be able to offer some recorded sessions from 

teachers over the next few weeks that students can watch and engage with. 

Remember we still want to see all of your fabulous pictures of the amazing learning 
that is taking place so keep sending them in. They are a great addition to include 
in our newsletters so thank you to everyone who has sent in photos that have been 
included this week. 
David Jackson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week Year 7 students in 

school made weather 

stations. 

Nature obliged by sending 

plenty of rain for them to 

measure! 

Let’s hope the Year 8s have 

been making sundials this 

week! 



Abbey School Summer Poetry Competition Results 

Well done to all of you who took the time to write down your 
thoughts and feelings about lockdown. We had 15 poems in total 
and the standard was brilliant! It was so hard to choose the top 
three but in the end we went with these ones by Molly (Year 7), 
Reg (Year 7) and Annabelle (Year 11).  

Mr Clyde 
Prizes will be coming to you three and a little something to all 
those who took part.  Adam, Amelie, Caitlyn, Carla, Ellen, Jody, 
John, Josh B, Ray, Seb, Charles and Tyler all wrote superb 
poems too! Here are the winning poems: Here are the poems!  
  
 

1st place  
Together by Molly 

Together we are scared   
Together we are worried   
Together we can have more patience   
Together we smile and laugh   
Together we can support each other  
Together we all have hope   
One day we will all be together   
Together  

  

2nd place  
The virus will go by Reg 

In this terrible testing taxing tunnel of time we 
have seen no one,  
It is not much fun,  
But it will be worth it in the long run,  
Sitting at the table doing our work on the 
school network,  
At least we have no homework,  
   
Imagine when it is over in the playground,  
in the sensory garden amphitheatre  
with our friends and teachers all around,  
At the moment we can’t go outside 
and I won’t lie,  
this is bad time but it will pass soon, I promise 
.  
Our lives have been put on hold,   
But the world still revolves,   
We will soon be together again,  
And our lives won’t be so plain,  
But remember together we can.   
  
Well done to all that have given a helping 
hand through this bad time,  
And it will all be fine in time,  
Remember together we can.  

  

3rd place  
Little Brown Mouse by Annabelle 

(I've used the imagery of a mouse escaping from its 
home like we would at the end of all this.)  

  
Sun rose to see a little brown mouse peering out 
of its hole  
In the meadow, where the flowers swayed  
To the wind of the bird’s symphony.  
Little Brown Mouse squinted to see the sun 
shining again “Yay, springtime.”  
  
There, before Little Brown Mouse’s eyes, fell a 
drip,  
Like rain, from a furry friend’s mouth.  
The furry friend ran off to some people.  
   
Little Brown Mouse hid in its hole,  
Petrified of the green ball being thrown.  
She gazed to see,  
“Picnic season, yay cheese!” she cried.  
   
Little Brown Mouse, scurried with excitement just 
like her day,  
Full of freedom, out from her hideaway, nibbling 
on her cheese.  
 

Together we can … 

Take Responsibility 
 

Enjoy Learning & 

Make Progress  

Show Respect  

Make Safe & 

Healthy Choices  

Be Motivated 
 

Manage Feelings 
 

Develop  

Self-awareness  

Learn Skills for Life 
 



Attendance at The Abbey this Half Term 

As you know, the school has remained open for vulnerable students and the children of key workers throughout the 

Coronavirus pandemic, and since June the 1st we have responded to the government appeal to welcome more 

students into school by opening up to as many students who want to attend, one year group at a time, according to 

the following schedule: 

Week Year Group Days in school 

Week commencing 1st June Year 7 attended from Tuesday 2nd June to Friday 5th June. 

Week commencing 8th June Year 8 attended from Tuesday 9th June to Friday 12th June. 

Week commencing 15th June Year 9 to attend from Monday 15th June to Friday 19th June. 

Week commencing 22nd June Year 10 to attend from Monday 22nd June to Friday 26th June. 

Week commencing 29th June 
Year 6 Induction days Tuesday 30th June and Wednesday 1st July 

Year 11 
to attend for ‘farewell’ days on Thursday 2nd July and 
Friday 3rd July. Further details will be sent out next week 

Week commencing 6th July Year 10 to attend from Monday 6th July to Friday 10th July 

Week commencing 13th July Year 7 To attend from Monday 13th July to Friday 17th July 
 

Government data released this week show that for the latest 

date for which information has been released (4th June) just 

less than 7% of pupils in schools nationally (including 10% of 

special school students) attended school. On that day, 

nearly 20% of Abbey School students attended school and 

this week nearly 30% did so. Huge thanks to all the staff who 

have made this happen either by planning how to maximise 

the provision for as many students as possible given social 

distancing requirements, preparing the school and putting 

all the extra measures in place, being at work in school 

and/or supporting students with their learning at home.  

 

Since half-term the school has looked a bit different – you can use the back 

to school booklet to prepare your child for this, together with ‘coming back 

to school in a bubble’ and the new drop-off and pick-up procedures which are 

emailed to you via Parentmail ready for when your child comes into school. 

School might look a bit different, and the school day will not be as usual, 

following a similar programme to that your child has become used to at 

home, but the faces and ethos remain the same. Your child will be in 

one of 6 bubbles with the same small group of students and staff – 

probably not their usual form teacher and TA but adults who know them 

well. Only students and staff from The Abbey are in school (we are not 

hosting students from any other schools and have managed to fully staff the 

rota using the members of the existing team - even though some staff need 

to self-isolate to protect themselves or members of their own families, just 

like some of you do). As far as possible, the bubbles are kept separate from 

each other at all times.  
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Birthdays to celebrate since the last time they 

were featured in the newsletter:  

 Caitlyn 

 Abi 

 Amelia 

 Ray 

 Megan 

 

Ellen & her 

family 

organised 

another 

cake sale 

raising 

more 

money for 

the NHS 

 

 

 

 
 

Scott’s been on a nature 

hunt & started growing 

sunflowers 

 

RECIPE OF THE WEEK 
 

You will find the step-by step instructions in the  
Students’ area of the website 

Recipes of the Week 

 

“Molly in lockdown! We made one of those 

fortune teller things out of paper today, 

reminded me of when I was at primary 

school! We also made brownies from the 

school recipes.” 

Kelton’s 

lock-down 

scrapbook 

Among other things Daniel’s 

been nurturing tadpoles until 

they turned into frogs, utilising 

his recently acquired bike-

riding skills and keeping up 

with his friends from Disability 

Challengers and doing quizzes 

with them on Zoom 

https://www.abbey.surrey.sch.uk/1576/recipes-of-the-week

